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two new bores, and on the hottest day those
bores were not exhausted.

Hon. A. 3J. H. Saw: You cannot get water
in North Perth on a hot day.

Hon. A. LOVEflN: That showvs that the
department is not capable of maiaging the
business. After all these years in a city like
Perth it does seem extraordinary that it is
not possible to get water in a near *northern*
suburb. There is plenty of water and it is
ruining to waste. It can he pumped into the
main for under 2d. and the people can pay
Is. for it. But the department is not equal
to the occasion. It is said that there is a
loss of £7,200. Money has been borrowed
for water supply and sewerage, and under
the practice of the Government, when loan
money is borrowed, there-is no recoup of that
loan money. Let us take the water supply.
Money is borrowed to purchase goods and
those goods are sold and not used in the work.
The money thus derived is not placed to the
credit of the particular loan, but it goes into
what i,. termed in the Estimates as I"ISale of
Government Property Trust Account. H1on.
members will find these particulars on page 119
of the Estimates. In 1921 there was to the
credit of the sewerage of Perth and Fre-
mantle £233,423. An amount of £17,717 was
added to it in 1922. 1 suppose for some re-
payment, I do not know what. The total
account now stands at £251,140. I suggest
that that money, being loan money, was
borrowed for a specific purpose. Goods were
sold ur there were recoups and immediately
they were credited to this fund and-not to
the loan. But they should be deducted from
the loan standing against the department. In
that way interest and sinking fund should be
less and there would not he a loss. So far as I
have been able to search the departmental files,
there is not even an allowance for interest
on this £251,000 to the Water Supply De-
partment. The interest on that money alone
would be more than suffcient to pay the
department's defic-it. I do not want to Labour
the question any further. I think I hare
shown the House clearly -that with economy
and care there would not be any deficit at all.
On the other hand, if we cheapen the price of
water, the natural law will prevail, and we
will sell wore water. Therefore, anything we
can get over the Md. will be profit, and will
tend to make the scheme payable instead of
a losing proposition which it is non; I am
not representing a suburban province, but
those members who are know well that
during this summer and others many parts
of Perth have been without water. People
have had to go around with can& to those
possessing windmills to get watei with which
to make tea. We know, too, that clothes have
bf.en spoilt through the diseolourzition in the
'Water and that ninny hare lost thousands of
gallons through having had to let their taps
run in order to try to clear the water so ' that
they might he able to use it. For that waste
they have had to payv excess at the rate ox
IN. M4. a thousand gallons. The least we can

'4o for those people is to reduce the price of
water to Is. per thousand allons, the figure
ii hich existed a couple of years ago, whzen
there was Iess consumption, when the rates
were lower and when the assessments were
also 20 per cent, below what they are to-day.

Question, as amended, put and a division
taken with the following result-

Ayes .. . . .

Noes . .. .- .- 4

Majority for

Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.

AYES$

H. Roan E
J1. Cornell I
J. J. Holme k
A. Lovekia
J. Mi. Macfriaael

Ion. J1. Mills
[on. 3. Nicholson
Ion. A. J. H. Saw

(Teller.)

Noits.
Hon. H. P. Colebatcli Hon, A. Bunvili
Han. 3 . W. Kirwan (Taller.)
HOn. 31. Ross

Question, as amended, thus passed.

House adjourned at 9.17 p.m.

legislative Eleoemblp.
Ii edaesday, 10th January, 198.1.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.3C
j1iii. and rend prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)-RAILWAYS.

Exeursion Fares.

Sir. 'MONEV asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Whether he is aware that a differ.
enee of one-third in favour of excarsion3
tickets to Albany was madle in comparisou
to eleulsious to Bunbury and flusselton ai
1pcr handbill No. 14 ? 2, Why was tbiF
4ifferenve marie'
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS rt-
p.lied: 1, Yes. 2, Excursion fares are fixed
according to distance, the basis being-up
to 250 miles single fare, plus two-thirds;
over 250 miles single fare, plus one-third.

S'roson Tickets, Deposits.

Mr. McC'ALLtM,% asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is he aware that the Railway
Department forfeited the is. deposit held
by them against all periodical ticket hold-
ers wvhose tickets expired at the end of the
year and were not handed in until after the
holidays? 2, In view of the fact that the
dlate of expiry was a holiday will he agree
to make a refund to all who applied for a
renewal after the holidays were over?

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. 2,The regulations provide for
deposit being refunided if ticket is handed
lit within seven days of expiry; also for the
waiver of this condition if sickness or
absence prevents the holder front returning
ticket within the prescribed period. So far
as can be ascertainled the regulations have
beell observeid by thn- department.

SELECT COMMITTEE-SOLDIER
SETTLEXENT.

On motion by M.Nr. Wilson, the time for
bringing up the committee's report was ex-
tended till Wednesday, the 24th instant.

BTLL-KO.TONUP AGRICULTURAL AND
HIORTICULTURAL SOCIETY'S LAND.
Read a third time and transmitted to the

Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1922-23.
Iin Comumittee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day ;Mr,
Stubbs in the Chadir.

Department of Railways, Tramways and
Electricity Supply (Hon. J. Seaddan, Min-
ister).

Vote-aRailways, Tranmways and Electri-
city Supply, £2,552,000:

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) (2.86]: The
running of our railways is more or less
linked up with the developmental policy of
the State. Therefore, it is as well that we
should get out of our minds the illusion
that the success of the railways is expressed
in pounds, shillings and pence, for the value
of the concessions granted from time to
time inmmediately affects the revenue of the
departmnent. It is encouraging to note that,
apparently, a good deal of economy has been
exercised in the management of our rail-
ways during the last year or two. Whether
that is in any way attributable to the
recommendations made by Mr. Stead, the
Royal Commissioner, it is not possible for
ine to say: but under the peculiar cireum-

stances of the period since the war and
during the time tbe present Commissioner
of Railways has been in control, I think
Colonel Pope has done very well indeed. It
is easyi to say that our railways should pay.
But we have a big, undeveloped country,
anu. until we have greater production from
our lands and the opening up of many of
our resources, we cannot hope for the rail-
wvay revenue which sonic daty will be ours.
For y ears past goldfields members have
stressed a desire for relief in respect of
railway freight over long distances. In days
gone by, when the gold mining industry was
flourishing, it was possible to exact charges
out of all proportion to the services read-
ered by the railways; hut if the Govern-
int desire to further exploit the mineral

i-esourc~es of the State, no sounder policy
could be initiated than that of utilising tbe
railways to that end. opposition members
are certainly dissatisfied with the existing
railway chlarges, and I hope the Minister,
who T know is quite earnest in his desire
to lessen the burden on the mining industry,
will be able to reverse the policy of the
past. Whether we can with advantage
initiate the zone system, I amt not eorn-
petent to say, but I know that our railways
should be utilised to a much greater extent
than they are in the opening up of our
inenral wealth. I hope the Minister will

not further ignore the insistent demands of
members on this side for a reduction in long
distance railway freights and fares with a
view to affording relief to the goldinining
industry. I am not convinced that but little
good has been derived front the appoint-
ment of Mr. Stead as Royal Commissioner
to inquire into tile working of the railways.
It would seem that virtually all which lie
has recommended has to n extent been
known to the Railway Departmient for some
time past. T believe that, generally speak-
ing, our railway offiCers aire a reasonably
competent set of men. Theo question
whether any great amount of good has re-
sulted fron, the appointment of Mr. Stead
leaves most bioa, mnembers perplexed, for
we cannot determine whether the Royal
(Conmmissioner or the Commissioner of Rail-
ways is right in his contentions. It would
have been as well if we had had from the
'Minister sonic concrete statement as to the
intentions of the Government.

The Minister for Mines: T gave it, I
dealt with every' item in the Royal Com-
missioner's report. if you did not care to
sit here and listen, I could not help it.

Mr. LA-MBERT: In point of fact I did
not hear the Minister's speech, nor have I
read it.

The Colonial Secretary: Perhaps you are
not fond of literature.

Mr. LAMBhERT ;Not of the class of
literature which the Colonial Secretary
deals in. I have heard that termed quite
another name. The Government are desirous
of peopling the unpopulated portions of the
State. in contradistinction to the opinion
held by many people, I believe that the sute-
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ceon of our railways can never be truly ex-
pressed in pounds, shillings, and pence. It
tan be better judged by the facilities af-
forded for the opening up and utilisation of
the big natural resources of the State. Pro-
vided the railways perform this function well,
I do not think members will cavil at the bal-
ance sheet showing a loss.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: Probably it would
help the country.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes. Recently a Royal
Commission inquired into the need for tram-
way extensions in the metropolitan area.
While listening to the evidence tendered and
bearing in mnind the type of economy urged
by a certain political section of centreing all
expenditurc in the country districts, I became
convinced that no good purpose would be
served until the management of the tramways
was removed from central control.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Then you have not
given the question much consideration.

Mr. LAMBERT: I san not debating that
matter at present. I give all credit to the
hon. member for his intense application to
this question, but one need not apologise for
having arrived at a conclusion contrary to
his. A board similar to the Fremantle Tramn-
way Board, of which the hon. member is a,
member, would serve a better purpose thanl
does Government control. I inake this state-
mnt out of no desire to deprediate the pre-
sent managemkent. Certain portions of the
metropolitan area arc in need of tramway
facilities and should be provided with those
facilities, but until the system is placed under
am independent board, cognisant of the in-
terests and needs of the respective district;,
we cannot expect success to be achieved or the
extensions needed to be provided. I hope con-
sideration will be giv-en to this matter. I wish
particularly to urge that relief be given to the
goldfields in the matter of railway freights,
so that the outback portions of tile State may
be developed. If such a policy were formu-
lated the gold mining, pastoral, agricultural
and subsidiary industries would be greatly
benefited. The electricity supply is not alto-
gether satisfactory. The agreements made by
certain local authiorities should be reviewedl
in order to ascertain whether thle charges be-
ing exacted, particularly by Perth, FremantleIand (Jottesloe district;, for the retailing ot
current are hampering our iudustries, as has
been claimed. Three or four days ago the
m-wager of the rope works at North Fre-
mantle told me it was necessary to get current
from the (Jottesloc council. The current is
first retailed to the Fremnantle Tramway
Board, then to the Cottesloc council and theni
to the consumer. It is regret-table that a.n
impost should be placed upon an industry as
a result of such circumlocution.

Hion. W. C. Angwin: He is getting his cur-
rent much cheaper than you are.

Mr. LAMBERT: The question is whether
he is getting it at such a price as is calcu-
lated to assist one of our secondary industries.
I had an opportunity to accompany the Bin-
inter on an inspection of the new unit in-
stalled in the generating station at East

Perth and it was certainly a credit to the
manager, Mt. Ta-ylor. The energy and a-
thusisasm displayed by the manager augurs
well for the success of the schbeme. I again
urge the Minister to inquire whether the Com-
missioner of Railways cannot alter the pre-
sent policy of railway charges, which places
the outer districts and particularly the gold-
field at such a disadvantage.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [2.55]: I did not intend to speak
on these Estimates until I saw to-day the
pictures dealing with the electrification of the
railways in Victoria. Members are aware
that when the electric supply was taken over
by the Government, it was intended to elec-
trify the railways. This would be one of the
best propositions we could undertake in the
interests of the finances of the State. I do
not say that we should embsrk upon such
an elaborate system as Victoria has adopted.
This State cannot afford it, but we should
adopt a system somiewhat similar to that now
being operated in the streets of Perth, using
the new cars just brought into running by
the manager of the tramwsys and coupling
two or more of them together. By these
mneans. a faster and cheaper service could be
provided between Perth and the port and
Perth and Mfidland Junction. 'Fares could be
charged on the cars so used just as they are
charged on the trains. in Perth. Using the
present railway tracks, I gather that the ap-
proximate cost of adapting them for the run-
ning of electric ears would amount to only
shout £1,6500 per mile. I did not obtain that
figure from the manager of the tramnways. I
made inquiries elsewhere and am assured that
that would be the approximate cost of run-
ning electric cars along the railway.

The Minister for Mines: We could pro-
vide for Fremnantle to Northam for less.

Hon. W. C. ANO'WI.N: If the compara-
tively -,mail cost I have mentioned is correct,
it should pay well to handle the passenger
traffic to the metropolitan area by electric
cars. Very little complaint can be levelled
against the working of the tramway system.
Unfortunately, our people always seem to be
in a hurry. If one ear is full, they are al-
wars in too much of a hurry' to Wait for an -
other. In parts where we have only a single
line, if there are two caret, passengers invari-
ably overcrowd the first car and leave the
second car practically empty, instead of as-
sisting the officers of the departmnent. to work
the sysatem in a manner which would cater
far tile comfort of all.

Mr. Marshall: Would some of them be
satisfied if a ear were prodided for each in-
dividual?

Hon, W, C. ANOWIN: It is impossible to
satisfy everyone, but in nine cases out of ten
complaints ought to be directed against the
users of the cars and not against the manage-
ment. During last year no fewer than 20
new cars were put on the running in Perth.
These cars cost about £4,500 apiece. Mem-
hers will realise therefore that to provide a
large number of additional cars at present,
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even though prices ame coming down, would
cost a considerable sum, and increase the
'-apitalismtion of the system to such an extent
that there would not be on opportunity to
reduce the existing fares to the pre-war level,
which I am sure the Government and the
p~ublic alike desire in the neat future. It is
necessary uinder the prevailing conditions that
the scheme as a whole should be considered.
The member for Coolgardie said we could
not have a satisfactory system in Perth uniless;
it was placed under a board. I do not agree
with him. The Frenmantle system has been
rointed to as one that could be followed.
The jealousy that exists between some of the
districts in Fremantle is sometimes almost
wunbearable, and the sme thing would apply
to a greater extent in the ease of Perth. The
public would not get a better service if it
were run by a board than it would under the
present system. The system is being mn-
aged by the Government under the control of
one man, the manager. We get better results
tnder that system than we would get under
a board of control. The local authorities have
not understood the position they would be in
if the trains were placed in their hands. They
would have to provide certain statutory pay-
mnents which the Government ae not called
upon to make. The terms connected with
the raising of loans by local authorities are
different fromt those which apply to Govern-
meat loans. The Government can raise money
for a longer period than can a local authority,
and have no occasion to provide the sam
aiount of sinking fond. In Perth last year-
on a capital expenditure of £779,080 there
was a surplus, after paying working expenses
and interest, of £15,047, made up of relaying
of tracks £11,212 and surplus profits of
F.1,835. In the ease of Frenmantle the capital
was £171,000, but the local authority was eamn-
Itiled by' statute to provide no less than

E13,754 to meet the statutory obligations.
This was made tip of sinking fund or loan
redemption £4,108, andi depreciation £9,645.
This shows the difficulty local authorities
w.ould bie placed in should the tramuways be
hanided o'-er to their control. Local authori-
ties can rarely secure a loan over a period
of 25 or 30 years, as the Government can.
They should also make provision for a sinking
fund to meet the loans at the time of maturity.
That is not always necessary in the ease of
the Government, which may provide a sinking
I rind of a half to 1 per cent. as against sink-
ing funds provided by the local authorities of
from 2 to 4 per cent. 'The member for Cool-
gardie referred to the necessity far tramway
extensions. Those who raise their voices
against tramway extensicis in the metropoli-
tan area do so without giving the matter the
consideration it deserves. The people we have
here must he provided for. So long as there
is no cost to the country, and the concern
1. paying its own interest and other charges,
.and there is no debit against the Treasury, it
is not right, fair or just that the people in
the metropolitan area should be denied the
necessary tramway facilities in order that the

money may he expended in somec other direc-
tion. There are several thickly populated
centres and others that are likely to be
opened up for settlement within the metro-
politan area that are at p~resent denied tranis-
port facilities. They must have meatns of
comimunication, and the cheapest way of giv-
ing it to them is by means of a tramway
serv-ice, the cost of which will be borne an.
tirely by them. WVhy should any objection be
raised to such a scheme?

The 'Minister for Works: Why should not
the Claremont scheme go on? It will pay am
well as the Como extension?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I ams taking the
metropolitan area as a whole. We know that
the Premier cannot at all times get moaey
for all parts of the State.

Lieut.-Colonel Dlenton: What are you going
to do about water supplies for the country?

lone. W. C. ANOWINt So long as the peo-
ple concerned are prepared to pay, why should
they not have their supplies? There is no
reason however, why members should oppose
tramway extensions in the metropolitn area
so long as the general taxpayers are not called
upon to foot the bill.

Lieut-Colonel Denton: I num not opposing
your scheme but putting forward the claims
of the country people.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I am not opposed
to water supplies being given to any country
centre where they are required.

Lieutt-Colonel Denton: Water supplies are
badly needed in the country.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: No, one could have
done more for the country in that respect
than did the Labour Party.

Lieut.-Colonhel Denton: We hear so much
about the metropolitan water supply, but no-
thing about the country supply.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Members should
see that transport facilities are given to
people in the metropolitan area so long as
they are willing to meet the liabilities in-
curred. T trust members will not unreason-
ably oppose extensions along these lines.
They will not mnake any difference to the
country areas. The ima,, %%ho lives in the
metropolitan area, and represents a mnetro-
politan district, if lie opposes the just re-
quIresnents of the country districts, and thus
prevents their development, will not be serv-
ing his electorate but be acting detrimentally
to'the interests of those hie represents. I
ask country members to swe that justice is
meted out to the metropolitan area. The
member for Coolgardie, and some members in
another place, appear to think that the agree-
aments which hare been entered into by Perth
and Fremantle for electricity supply should
riot be renewed. ]Fromt experience I can speak
of Fremantle. Our contract with the Govern-
nient is for 25 years at .85d. per unit. We
are supplying current at from 3d. to .9d. per
unit according to the quantity taken. Ref -
erence has been made to the rope works at
Cottesloe. For up to 500 units thewe works
are paying 1.6d., betireen 500 and IAO0 units
1.5d., between 1,250 and 3,500 units 1.35d.,
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between 3,5 00 and 9,0100 units 1.23d., between
9,000 and 22,000 .,1741., between 22,000 and
5(000, 1.121., and for 50,000 units and over
1.09d. These are the prices after thle current
has passed through the Cottesloc mains.

Air, J1. Thomson: It is thle poorest light
of any in the metropolitan area.

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: The power supplied
for the lighting is not poor. It is the fault
of the insulation.

Thle Mfinister for M.%ines: It is your own
wire that is at fault.

Hon. W. C. ANGWVlN: The power is thle
-amc as xie get in this, C2hamiber. The one
objert of Freiantle has been to keel) the
prrc low in order to encourage the establish-
ment of industries. True, the charge for
lighting is .5d. per unit, but for power it hans
been madec as low as. possible.

Th- "Minhter for Mfines: Amid the cost of
suapplying is cen aper because you carry a
greater quantity of current over one wire,

Ion. NW. C. ANUW] N: I know it has been
said by certain people that we have been niak-
lug large profits out of the tituhicipali ties.
That is not the case. RBut they fail to realise
tha-t We had to put in plant to supply them
before they had the Governmeat power. They
should pay their share of the scrapping of
time plant which was put in. Claremont had
to scrap its plant, and( the Claremont rate-
payers baa to bear the cast of that. But
neither Cottesloc nor Preniantle nor the road
board had plant. Therefore the plant re-
quired to supply them could he put in at a
chbeaper rate than they could generate for
themselves. As regards onr railways, the
time has arrived when the Minister should
look very direfully into the question of rates
to the goldfields. I nam informed that the
Commonwealth, with their usual fairness to
Western Austrai-

Hon. 3f. F. Troy: Whiose usual fairness?
.ur. 'Willecek: Is that sarcasm?
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN:. T am informed that

the Coininoiuweal th have again begun to carry
goods at a very low rate from Adelaide to
our goldfields, which is detrimental to the
traders of this State.

The Minister for Mines: We also could
fix very low rates if we had the Common-
wealth secret of wiping out capital cost.

'Ron. W. Q. ANGWIN: But we have to
bear our share of the losses onl the Trans-
continental line.

Mr. Davies: Were not those loWv rates
dxtel by the Commonwealth ait the request of
K~algoorlie residents?

Ron. W. (I. ANG-WIX: T dIo not know.
If the Commonwealth want to eater into un-
fair and unjust competition with the State
Giovernment, then the State Government will
bare my support in doing likewise. If the
Commonwealth cut, let us cut, This state of
affairs has arisen hecause we have in the
city of Perth numerous agents representing
Easttern States firms, and those agentc ran
1i.asIs their orders direct nver to the
Easqtern State's. They do not care for
Weostern Australia. They are the very

[pUol e who advocate the closing- down of our
Slate trading concerns. Their object is to
get tile trade to Adelaide. Our aim should
be to keep the trade in Western Austr~alia.
Therefore, if the Commonwealth cut, let us
cut. Let us give the traders established in
Weslern Australia an opportunity of doing
the trade of 'Western, Australia. I hope the
Mlinister will look into this matter. Let me
give au instance. Not long ago a firm
started to supply a certain article here, and
they supplied it in most places in the metro-
politan area. But their competitors on the
othe~r side, through their agents here, were
induced to get to work on the Commonwtealth,
with the result that rates on the Transcon-
tinental Railway were reduced to such an
exten'tt that the Western Australian firm can-
not supply on the goldfields at all. Althongh
the firm ini question spent thousands of pounds
in establishing the manufacture of the article
here, their trade onl the Westcrn Australian
goldfiulds is goute. Thait is not fair to the
State,' and it is not fair to us, who have to
hear our share of the loss onl the Transcon-
tinental line. I go so far as to say'that if
thle (o-'GM111onwealth eut u-c nust cut, and that
if thle Cozumoni~ealth carry for nothing we
also will carry for nothing. 1 trust the Min-
ister will give this matter his-lltention, so
that our people may have fair railway rates.

Mfr. MANN (Perth) 13.211 : Thme criticism
which haps beeu levelled at the Comissioner
of Railways by the Royal Commissioner, nnld
the reply of the Commissioner of Railways,
are so voluminous that one cannot deal with
them ais exhaustively as one would like. In
my opinion, the Royal Commissioner dealt
in harsh terms with the matters upon which
hie had to report regarding the Raministatiou
of the Railway Department. The language
of his report was such as to suggest more
or less a feeling of vindictiveness. I do not
suggest that the Royal COnunissioiier was not
anxious and eager to serve this country and
to remedy defects in railway administration,
hut I consider that his report might, in the
interests of the State and of the Railway
Department, and of thle Royal Commissioner
himself, have been couched in other terms.
I consider that the Commissioner of Railways
has done very well. Since taking office he
has had innumerable diffienilties to overcome,
and he has overcome them very well.

Hon. P. Collier: 'Many of thelm he has
overcome only with the aid of the advice
given by the Ro-yal Commissioner.

M.%r. MVANN: That is to his credit.
Honi. P. Collier: Try to he fair.
Mfr. AN'I d~o not wish to he unfair.
lRon. P. Collier: The Royal Commissioner's

report has alreadly saved soores of thousands
of pounds to the State, on the Government's
own admsi~io".

M.%r. AN:Still, it might havo- been
couched in different language.

Won. P. Oollier:. Possibly, but there is
merit in l'avine saved the country tens of
thousands of pounds.
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Mr. MlANN: Siut- taking offiep the (Con,-
missioner of Railways has had to meet in-
creases in the price of coal and in wages,
Rod also dlecreasing tonnage and decreasing
revenue. -Notwithstanding all those things,
he has been expected to make the railway
system pay.

Mr. Witleock: The decrease fin tonnamgo
followed on increased rates.

Mr. M3ANN: That rimy be so in a few
instances.

Hon. P. Collier: The Commissioner of
Railways has not beetn asked to miake. the
railways pay, but to stop the drift-a dif-
foreat thing altogether.

Mr. MANN: I shall deal (lireetly with
the point raised by the Leader of t'he Op-
position.

Hion. P. Collier: But you are making a
defence before there is ally attack.

Mr. MANN: The psition is that the Com-
missioner of Railways has been pressed by
the Government to make the railways pay as
nearly as possible.

Hon. P. Collier: To show an improvement.
Mr. MANN: I am not altogether in agree-

ment with some of the methods adopted by
the Commissioner of Railways. I refer now
to the cartage of goods from Fremantle -to
Perth. When the -2Minister was introducing
these Estimates, [ queitioned, by interjec-
tion, the policy which permitted motor owners
to get a large shore of the tramfi In goods
between Fremantle and Perth. The Min-
ister, in reply, said that the Railway Depart
tneat had to consider the cost of carriage,
and that the cost by motor was cheaper than
the railing cost.

Mr. Wilkcoek: No. There arc two or three
Itaudlings saved by the motor.

Mr. MANX: There is not so inuth in that
as appears it first sight. When MoodS. come
of, by rail from Fremantle, the trues are
run, risht alongside the boat, aind the goods
are taken out of the boat cmd put straight
into the trucks. When the goods come tip
by motor, they are taken out of the hold of
the ship and landed and wheeled into tile
shed, and then the diotor has to be backed
into the shed, where it is loaded. So there
is an extra handlling at that end for the motor.
Certainl 'y there is an extra handling ot this
end in the east, of the trucks. The
to ilwav ffi cial Ihovae i-err kindle plateed
at my d isiostal a fli, showing that while
last Year they transported some thousands
of tons less fromt Fremnantle to Perth
thtan in the year before, yet their
financial returns frome the traffic were several
thousands of pounds more than in the pre-
vious i-ear. The argumnlft put up is
this. The railway officials; are asked to make
the railway ledger balance as ntearly as jins-
sible. Then, are thev justified in increasing
rates for the purpose of securing a greater
profit? The motor lorries are paying their
war, and with further reduction in the price
of petrol, which is sure to come about, the
lorries available for the traffic will increase
in nulmber. Wvill it then he the policy of the

Railway Department still to increase freights
iii order to keep up their revenue? In my
opinion the (ommissioner of Railways has
adopted a wrong policy hy increasing freights
in order to increase revenue, rather than en-
tvr inito prliouis (-orpetitiont witl, the motors
ou the road. I am not in agreement with
the 'Minister's idea of constantly increasing
freights and far-es in order to balance the
llgeri. .A regards the traftic fronm Freinan-
tie to Pesrth, there surely is a way of cap-
turing the trade which ait present is being
done hb- motor owners and by lorries running
between thep capital and the port.

The Minister for.- Works. We have not
beet, able to capture the wvater trade, and
tUnat is 30 years old.

Mr. MANN: But the Government aire
losing thousands of tons of goods every year
in this connection.

The Minister for Works: A man an get
his stuff up by lorry from Fremantle in an,
hour and a htalf, and as a rule he cannot get
it up b y rail in less than a day.-

Mr. 'MANN: On the various occasions
when I have found it necessary in the in-
terests of ant industry or art association to
intervicew the Commissioner of Railwrays, he
has done his best to meet the wishes I sub-
nmitted to him. The metmber for North-East
Frenmantle spoke of the reduction of freights
on the Transcontinental line. Last year both
bullocks aud sheep were being railed from
Port Augusta to Midland Junction at a cost
less than our Railway Department were
charging front Mullena to Midland Junction.
The result was that the yards at Midland
Jinctiont were being flooded with stock from
South Australia, to the detriment of oar
stock owners. I was requested to more in the
matter, and I l"'t the facts before the Corn-
inissiouct-. He arratnged that where su~fficient
stock was forthcoming to permit of a train
being rttn over a distance of more thatn 200
itiles. lie wottld mlake such a reduction as
would enable the local growers to compete
with tlte South Australian exporters. The
charge for transport of sheep from Port
Augutsta to Midland JTunction was -about

:l9d.. and the charge front Mullewa to
Midland Jlunction was 3s. 7d.

The Minister for Works: What were the
railways getting between Kalgoorlie and 'Mid-
land .Tunctiot

Mr. MANN: I understand tllere wast an
arrangement by which the sheep were carried
right through. At all events; the Commis-
sioner of Railways met me in the matter int
such a way as to enable the local growers to
comlpete with South Australia.

Mr. Tesdnle: It is not possible to get
stock from Sou~th Australia at All now.

Mr. MANN: We do not want competition
of that kind.

The Mfinister for Mines: It is not always
the grower that is inconveuienced by such
competition; there is sometimes a ring.

Mfr. Hughes: Sometimest Practically al.
Ways.
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Mr. MANN: I also interviewed the Com-
missioner with regard to the carriage of
cream. A special preference rate was
brought into operation for country cream,
and it was considered detrimental to any but-
ter factories. The Commissioner pointed out
that it was the policy of the Government
that if the crearm was carried at a cheaper
rate the butter factories in the country
would have to pay a higher rate for the car-
riage of their butter to the city. In that
respect the country people were at a disad-
vantage as compared with the city butter
factories. His argument was sound, and I
did not press the matter further. In passing
I wish to say that on every occasion on
which I interviewed the Commissioner, T was
received with courtesy. I wish to deal with
the cae of the clerk Connolly, referred to by
the member for East Perth (Mr. Hughes)
last night When the officer received notice
of his retirement, he approached me, and I
saw the railway authorities. The ease they
put up to me was that Connolly was an ex-
cess officer, ijad that they had no further use
for him, because he was incapable of ad-
vancement. I was satisfied with the explan-
ation. I find, however, that the Railway De-
partment have not acted justly in connection
with this matter. If Connolly was retired
because, he was an incompetent officer, he
should have been so charged, and I have no
doubt that the railway people would have bad
very little difficulty, according to the fille, to
prove the fact.

Mr. Hughes: You have heard only one
aide.

Mr. MANN: It might have been possible
to prove before the board that he was not
competent, and consequently could not be
placed in any other position. Apparently the
railway authorities followed the line of least
resistance, and dismissed or retired him as
an excess officer. The Commissioner has
stated that Connolly was diligent. There-
fore I fail to see how the Government ean
avoid paying the muan his pension. If ha is
not entitled to a pension, he should have been
retired or dismissed for incompetence. Then
he would have had the right of appecal, and
the case would have been heard on its merits.
The Railway Department did not follow that
course. The Conisioner having said that
Connolly was diligent and did his work satis-
factorily, there remains no alternative but
to give him his pension.

Hon. P. Collier: That is not the way the
Minister for Works would have dealt with it.

Mr. MANN: I suggest that the Minister
for Mines should inquire into this matter.

The Minister for Mines: That is not my
duty.

Mr. MANN: Well, then, whose duty is it?
The Minister for Mines: Tbere is a Rail-

way Act, and it is a matter for the pensions
board.

MAr. MANN: It has not been before the
board.

Mr. Hughes: It has never been beyond the
Commissioner.

Mir. MANN; It has not been before the
hoard.

The Minister for Mines: It has.
.Mr. MANN :Let me read what the

Solicitor General had to say in reply to a
letter from the Secretary of Railwaysv and
who stated that the Commissioner regretted
that his efforts to get the Public Service
Appeal Board to deal with the matter had
been unsuccessful.

The Minister for Mines: T smid the pun-
sirus board.

Mr. MANN: I commrendl the position of
* '"s case to the Minister. The Loader of
the Opposition told us that the Royal Com-
missioner had been the means of saving the
Government thousands of pounds.

Hon. P. Collier: I said scores of thou-
sands of pounds.

Mr. MANN: I will accept scores of thou-
sands of pounds. That being the ease
greater publicity should be given to the
fact. At the samne time, it surely stands to
the credit of the authorities that they have
taken advantage of the recommendations
contained in the report and saved the
amount stated by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. The Royal Commission served a good
purpose.

Mr. A. Thomson: Undoubtedly.
Mr. MANN: I do not see that there is

ay occasion for nndue criticism of tpi
Commissioner of Railways if he has adopted
the suggestions made by the Royal Com-
missioner.

Hon. P. Collier: There has been no criti-
cism worth while on the Railway Estimates
this year.

Mr. O'Loghlen : You are breaking the
lance before it is necessary.

Mr. A. THOMSON (Katnnnine) [.3.40]:
The Commissioner of Railways has always
hadl my sincere sympathy in the position in
which he has found himself. We know that
when he took charge of the railways the
rolling stack had been run practically to a
standstill.

Mr. O'Loghlen: And it is said that he is
running the rolling stock to a standstill
to-day.

Hon, P. Collier: Sixteen years ago the
rolling stock was in a better state of
efficiency than had been the case for 20
.years before.

Mr, A. THOMSON: The Royal Comumis-
sioner'a report does not bear that out.'

Ron. P. Collier: Show me where it does
not-

Mr. A. THOMSON: He states that cer-
tain works should be done. Some of the
difficulties which the Commissioner of Rail-
ways had to face inclide instances such as
were quoted by the members for Perth and
East Perth, and the Commissioner has not
the power to act in the manner he may
consider necessarv. We should take that
into consideration. If a private employer
is desirous of dismissing a man, he dis-
misses him, and there is no appeal court, ni
pension, nor anything else.
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Hon. P. Collier: An appeal board can be
expected to take a fair view of all the cases.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The Leader of th)
Opposition was once Minister for Railways
and he must remember the difficulties het
had to contend with white occupying that
position. His was not altogether a bed of
roses arid he must know that neither lie nor
the Commissioner was able to do what
might hare been considered to be in the
best interests of the State. I had a rather
strange matter brought under my notice
recently in connection with the fares to
Albany. The excursion rate from Perth to
Albany is 559. li1d. If one wishes to join an
excursion train at Kattanning and travel to
Perth-a distance of 115 miles less, or a
total from Katanning to Perth of 230 miles
against 345 miles-one is compelled to pay
M1s. 5d. Wby should not the people living
in the Great Southern district get a pro
rata reduction? They should not have to
pay more than, those people who are travel-
ling 115 miles further on the same train.

Mr. Johnston: We would 1like to get simi-
lar excursion rates from Narrogin.

The Minister for Mines: You got a good
deal at Narrogin.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Why should not the
people joining at Xatanning, the excursion
train from A lbany to Perth, receive the
benefit of the existing excursion rate?

Mr. Davies: Why not take a ticket from
Albanyl

Mr. A, THOMSON: T doubt whether that
would he possible. The Royal Commissioner's
report represents money well spent. Mr.
Stead has rendered the State cooid service.
I trust it will be the policy of the Govern-
ment to put into effect many of his recoin-
mnendations. Mr. Stead reports that there.
is no warrant for the employment of six en-
gineers and assistants in the way and works
branch, that the working and management
of the branch are not economical, In fairness
to Colonel Pope I1 must say he has been out
for economy and efficiency, and I have always
found im willing to listen to practical sug-
gestions. I comnmend to the Minister Mr.
Stead's suggestion in respect of the ways
and works branch. Again, in the traffic
branch, Mr. Stead says the manning of the
head office is out of all proportion to the
volunme of traffc. Dealing with coal consump-
tion, Mr. Stead makes an excellent recoin-
mendation which T hope will be adopted,
namely, that a bonus system should be intro-
duced with the object of effecting economy.
I agree with that. The men ought to be
given sonic inducement to economise in the
consumption of coal. Give a man induce-
nient, andl he is bound to respond. I am
sorry the member for Collie (Mr. Wilson) is
not here just now.

Mr. Heron: You pick your time well, while
hie is away.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Certainly not. I
would say what I am about to say even if
he were here. The Royal Commissioner dle-

dlares that coal from the Premier mine is
not suitable for locomotives, and that it it
be the desire of the G~overnment to foster
that mine, better results would be obtained
by mixing other coals with its product. I
have always maintained that the Comnmis-
sioner of Railways should be free to purchase
the coal which will give him the best results.
When the Government compel the Commis-
sioner of Railways to use unsuitable coal we
cannot expect the Commissioner to render that
economical administration which we all do-
sire.

Mr-. Teesdale: Bot it is the best coal for
fuel.

Mr. A. THOMISON: No, it is not. There
are better coals, and the Commissioner of
Railways should be entitled to purchase the
best available, Ile is not free to do that.
That is one of his difficulties. There is in
Collie coal which would give much bonter r-
suits.

Mr. Teesdale: Perhaps the union will Dot
let us ulse it.

'Mr. A. THOMSON: We are paying the
Commissioner a large salary to administer
the railways, and we should give him a free
hand in his task, It was suggested last night
that we should have three Railway Conmnis-
sioners. I do not agree with that. However,

wfAe were to. appoint ten, and continued to
administer the railways as they are admin-
istered to-day, we should get no important
imuprovemtent.

The Minister for Mines: The flayal Com-
mnissioner advocates the setting up of a State
coal mine.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I have advocated that
myself. Considering the enormous quaatity of
coal used by the railways, they should have
their own mine. They have a timber mill of
their owni; what is the difference between hav-
ing a timber mill and a coal mine?

The Minister for Mines: There is a very
big difference, If we had our own mine we
should have to pay for the coal consumied
just the same.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Surely it would not
cost so much per ton? However, we expect the
Commissioner of Railways to administer his
department economically; yet, according to
the Royal Commissioner's report, there is
room for manny new economies. Some of his
recommendations are very valuable.

Mr. Marshall: And some of them very rot-
ten, constituting a refletion on his mental
capacity.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Tt is pretty rotten of
the bon. member to make such reflections on
Mr. Stead. I knew that gentleman when be
was in the Railways, and I can say the Gov-
ernment shored considerable discrimination in
ap)pointinlg him Royal Commissioner. I should
like to hear from the Minister in his reply
whether Mr. Stead's recommendation that a
fully qualified aeountant possessing a know-
ledge of railway accounts should be engaged
temporarily to reorganise this and the stores
lianc, is to be given effect to.
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The Minister for Mines: I am not going to
answer the question. If you did not care to
be here when I was making my statement,
I am not going to repeat it.

Mir. A. THOM1SON: I was here.
The Minister for Railways: Well, I made

ref~erence to that particular recommendation.
Mr. A. THOM1SON: I am sorry I did not

hear it. I hope the Minister is going to put
that recommendation into effect.

The Minister for Mines: Certainly I am not
going to repeat myself. Look in "'Hausard"
andi you wilt see what I said onl the subject.

Mir. A. THOM1SON: Mr. Stead says the
salaries of the stores branch are excessive,
and he recommiends that tenders should be
invited in the other States for the purchase
of stores and stationery. I did not hear
the Minister make his speech, and when I
read it I did not notice in it any reference to
this recommendation. I hope the Minister
will allude to it whent replying to the debate.
The Royal Commissioner states that through-
out the history of the Gov-ernent Rail-
ways it has been found that new lines
handed over to the Working Railways have
been in an unsatisfactory condition.
* The Minister for Mines: You had better tell
that to the Minister for Works.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Mr. Stead says the
construction of lines should be placed uinder
the Commissioner of Railways. It has always
puzzled me why the Public Works Department
construct railways which should he constructed
according to the standard of railway en-
gineers. I commend to the Minister the Royal
Comimissioner's recommendation that in future
our railways shall be constructed by rail-
way engineers. This would mean economic
reform and the abolition of an extraneous set
of offiers in another department. I have no
intention of casting any reflection on the
officers of the Public Works Department; I
am objecting merely to thu duplication. The
Works Department construct the railways,
and the Working Railways, after taking them
over, have to spend additional money upon
them.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The Works D-partmenz.
cannot be doing their job.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The trouble is that
the railwys are not up to the requirements
of'the Working Railways.

The Minister for Works: They are never
discourteous to the Works Department.

Mr. Teesdale; The point is your depar!-
mieat is inefficient.

Mr. A. THOMTSON: T hope the Minister
will make some reference to this in his
reply.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Get your executive ii,
prodl him up a hit.

Mfr. A. THOMSON: The railways require
to be re-graded. Between Wooroloo and
Chidlows it is often necessary to have a back
engine to push a train up. It would h!t'
sound economy to re-grade Many of our
lines so that the engines would be able to
haul bigger loads. The Minister should con-
sider the recommendations of his own Com-
missioner. At Badgebup, on the Nyabing

line, a smnall amiount of gravel was required.
There is plenty of gravel adjacent to the
line, and one would have e xpected the de-
llartalelt to send out a gang to pick up the
gravel on* the spot. Judge of the astonish-
talent of the people in the Katanning dis-
trict when they found that three trucks of
graivel for the Job were dragged all the way
rroan Pingelly. I would like to know who
was responsible for such a foolish n.et. There
is -a pumping station out Lake Grace way
"'here wood was required. Seeing there is
plenty of virgin forest in the vicinity, one
would have expected the wood to be
obtained locally, but no, it was brought
fromi Collie. The same thing applied at
Ongerup. I hope there will not be a
recurrence of this sort of thing. Those of
mq who are here next year to review the
railway estimates will look anxionsly to find
whether some1 Of the recommendations of
the Royal Commiissioner have been carried
into effect.

Mr. CR}2SSON (Cue) [4.41: The Royal
Commissioner appointed by the Government.
to inquire into the management of the rail-
wars did his work well, We may not agree
with all his recommendations, but many of
them harve been approved by the Commis-
sioner of ]Railways, and only lack of funds
preclndes him front giving effect to thom.
The Minister agreed that a good deal of re-
grading was necessary. fleavier rails are
required on main lines, but lack of funds
prevents this work being undertaken, New
engines ar-e also reqnired. We know this
from our experience onl the Murchison line.
The trains are supposed to run according
to the schedule, but the tune table is practi-
cally a joke. Mfost. of the trains run two or
three hours late, due to a lack of engines.
The engine leaving Perth goes right through
to Geraldton, and then another engine from
CGeraldtona takes the train right on to the
Murchison. When engines are rum long dis-
tances, we know that the life of such engines
wvill be very short indeed.

Mr. Marshall: The Royal Commissioner
rid not recommend new engines.

Mr. CRESSON: Yes, he did.
Mr. M.Narshall: N.,o; it was the Commiis-

sioner of Railways.
Mr. (;HESSON: Anyhow, experience

shows that new engines are required. The
engines employed on these long distance
rtns~ have also to do the shunting ait the
staitions en route. The train due at Cue at
.a few minutes to two o'clock in the morn-
ing often does not arrive until daylight.
Somie of the trains leave Perth behind
schiedule titme. This should not happen. The
'Royal Commissioner urged the need for use
heing made of the land alongside existing
railways. Such land not being put to profit-
able use should be taxed in order to compel
the Owners to Work it. If a tax were im-
posed and portion of the proceeds were ear-
marked for the benefit of the railways, It
would be a good thing. We hare adopted a
development policy in connection with our
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railw-ays. Tie people who go out back keep
the city going, and they should not be penal-
ised to the extent they are at present.
There is no inducement for people to go out
and pioneei the back country. The member
for Murchison (Mr. Marshall) dealt with
some anomalies in connection with the rail-
ways. He specially referred to the differ-
enre in freight ov~er the Midland line as
compared wvith the Government line. The
railage from Perth lo Geraldton via the
Midland railway amounts to £8 10s. From
Gcraildton to Meelcatharra for a similar
quantity of goods costs £11 Os. id., or over
200 per cent, more for a difference in die-
tace of only, 18 miles, and yet the Govern-
ment railways are pot paying. The freight
on five tons of coal ordered at Premantlo
rost .52s. Rd., whereas only 34s. 24. was
charged for six ton,.. The five tons cost in
all £13 Is. .3d. and the six tons cost £10 5s.
Therefore it cost £E2 Ids. 3d. less for six
tons titan for five tons. There is something
wrong whetn anomalies of that kind exist.
This information was published in all the
Murchison papers. It was supplied by one
of the firms down here.

The Minister for Mines: Which firm sup-
plied it?

M r. CHIESSON: T can obtain the name.
The Minister for MIines: You ought to

giv-e it, because you are making an attack
on the administration.

'Mr. CRESSON: I shall get it.
The Minister for Mines: That is not fair.

You are publicly making a statement which
reflects on the admnistration. Whby not
name the firm*

Mr. CRIESSON: I shall obtain it and
hand it to the Mfinister. T do not think
any firm would make such a statement if it
were not correct.

The Minister for Mlines: It is not correct.

(Mr. Angelo took the Chair.)

Mr. CHESSON: The ''Murchison Times''
recently made an effective reference to the
railway service. It stated-

The -Murchison folk have ever been
long-suffering with an erratic service.
One or two recent and more outstanding
facts are worth noting by the powers that
be: The through train from Perth on
Saturday, 23rd ult., whistled into Cue
station at 5 a.m., instead of about 2 a.m.,
only somne three hours late. Of courseI
this is not uncommon, running to time
being the exception rather than the rule.
As this was the last train on the Murchi-
son line pnrior to Christmas, it probably
carried doable the quantity of parcels and
perishables, which made it impossible for
the guards on their sections to handle ant,
keep near to time. Extra assistance for
the trip would not, perhaps, have been
amiss, and Mfeekatharra-the head of the
line-had passengers and goods ''deliv-
ered''2 half a day earlier. Then there is
the old complaint of delays of goods on

the liile. One ease ia point is sufficient
to show the need for action on the part
of the responsible officers of the Depart-
mnt: A truck of timber consigned from
Ceraldton on the 6th ntit, reached Cue
on the 19th tilt. In this instance a team-
ster was delayed at Cue nearly' a fort-
night, incurring considerable expense.
.Another matter that may he looked into
is the need for additional seating
accommodation on the local station plot-
form.

There are continual eg~uplaints on the Mur-
ehison. Goods are sometim~es over a week is
transit. There must be something wrong
with the systenm when that sort of thing oc-
currs. It is said that the Government desire

tIencourage the starting of industries in out-
hack centres. A little while ago in Cue a"d
Valgoo a syndicate started a wool-scourinlg
business. They wrote to the Commissioner
of Railways asking for a rebate of freight
to Fremantle of £8 per ton. They found that
the freight on scoured wool was £3S 2s. 6d.,
but that on greasy wool was only £8 per ton.
T'hey were prepared to pdy £5 2s. Gd., but
their application "as refused. Every' encour-
ageient should be given to people who are
prepared to put their own money into an
industry of this nature in outback centres.
The paper also dealt with this subject, and
.showed that in greasy wool there was at least
I, cWt. of dirt to every ton. It continued-

Apparently wool carried ruder the special
rate does not pay the Railway Department
to handle, notwithstanding there is a mini-
mnum of a 4-tons eondition. If it dInes
pay, then the rate for other wool is an. ex-
tortion, as a glance at the figures will show.
On the presumption that the special rate is
not a paying one, would it not he a niuch
better proposition if the Railway Depart-
ient wrere to allow a rebate of say £3 per

ton on wool scoured inland? Instead of
getting £3 6s. Id. as now, the depatm'ent
would be getting £:5 2s. Id. for clean wool.
If this rate would not show a profit it cer-
tinly would show about £2 a ton less ioss
on a smaller tonnage, and the assistance
thus given to those carrying on the indus-
try would be considerable. A"y industry
carried on inland is of benefit to the State
generally, and it is the duty of thoso in
power to give every encouragement to such
industries. In this instance tbht encourage-
tient should be given seeing that the State
will be a gainer and not a loser by doing
so. We believe the members of the syndi-
cate made an application to the Railway
Department hut were promptly turned down
on the ground that they enjoyed the samle
privileges as any other wool-scourig in-
dustry. This is not correct, for everyone
must know that the cost of living is higher
and cost of any material required-higher
at Cue than at the seabord, and this chiefly
is brought about by the high ruling rail-
way freights on commodities. The Rail-
way Department should know this well
enough. Further, the wool after being
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scoured is still an inferior wool, which will
not bear as high a frieght as fleece wool.

People who attempt to establish industries
outback should be afforded every encourage-
ment. We know whet an eff ect the high
freights have bad in the direction of closing
down sonic of our low-grade wining proposi-
tions. The rates should he fixed on the zone
s) stein, with the object of assisting indus-
tries needing help. It is only by people going
outback and opening up the country that ire
ean develop it. Commercial travellers ate
now using motor cars and competing against
the railways because of the excessive fares.
They arc travelling throughout the Murebi-
son by this means and find they can travel
more t-hekply by motor than by rail.

MAr. Davies: Over long distances?
Mr, CHESSON: Yes. Most of the goods

required by pastoralists are now being sent
through thc parcels post and the Common-
wealth are deriving the advantage froni the
extra postage. The Federal authorities should
not be allowed to benefit at the expense Of
the State, because freight is kept from the
railways on account of the high rates. I
appeal to the Minister to give greater Assist-
ance to those who are pioneering the outback
parts of Western Australia.

Mr. DAVIES (Guildford) (4.23]: 1 can
scarcely credit the statement of the member
for Cue that motor transport is cheaper over
long distances than railway transport.

Mr. Chesson: I was only referrinig to the
piasseniger fare..

Mr. DAVIES: In the metropolitan and
soburban areas the railways stand no chance
against motor transport. It i5 not possible
for ponderous and slow trains to successfully
compete with the modern and up-to-date ma-
chinery found in motors. The Commissioner
of Railways cannot alter the position because
it is one that prevails throughout the world.
I have been personally acquainted wvith the
Royal Commissioner, Mr. Stead, for many
years, both at the timae when he was a State
railway officer and at the time when he was
general manager of the Mfidland Railwvay
Company. I have always regarded him as
a careful administrator and a mn of high
integrity, but I think he wvent out of his way
and exaggerated the position whelk lie said
there was an entire lack of confidence in the
nmanagenment of the Western Australian rail-
ways. If I did not know him, I1 would be
inclined to say the statement was mischlievous
in the extrenme. It has been. disprov-ed by thc
Commissioner's report. He pointed out that
999 out of every 1,000 customers of the rail-
ways preferred to send their goods at owner's
risk rather thain at Comniissioner 's risk. This
shows that only one person out of 1,000 lacks
confidence in the managemnent of the rail-
ways. I agree with the mnember for Kat-
snaing that the period during which the pre-
sent Commissioner has been in charge of the
railisays has been the most difficult in the
history of the State. It followed immedi-
ately upon the war when everyone was more

or less; unsettled. The Commissioner was
raised to the position from a subordinate
offie in the service. We know the feeling
that is somietnmes displayed in this House
whlen mnembers, who are presumably possessed
of high! intelligence, have sometimes found
fault with the lender of their party when he
has made Sonic particular appointment.
There are 7,000 men working in the Govern-
ment railways, and when one of these is
chosen for a high position there must be
hundreds of critics in .he service wbo would
claim that they Could have selected a better
nil. Colonel Pope *ras appointed over the
heads of several high officials. Whilst I do
not think there was any Jack of loyalty
towards him, there mnust have been a feeling
in the railways when he was first appointed
that some other officer should have been
selected,

The Miah~ter for Works: There would
hanve been a great many) disappointed men.

M1r. DAVIJES: Yes, and that most have
htelped to disorganise things in the service
and Must ha.ve been reflected throughout the
maagemenct. In my dealings with the pre-
sent CJommissioner 1 have always found hinm
to be a gentlemnan, ever ready to listen to
suggestions made to him, and always prepared
to treat .his customers with coortesy. No one
can find fault with the hearing the Commis.
sioner has givent to him. Sometimes com-
plaints do not reach him, because they are
dealt with entirely by other officers in the
service; but once they- do reach him, though
they be freak the humblest members of the
service, he is prepared to deal with them fairly
and squarely. I was disappointed in the Min-
ister 's remarks concerning the ianyal Comn-
misioner. I AM at a loss to know why one
"-as appointed. Mr-. Stead was offered the
position of Chief Traffic Manager in the Gov-
ernment railways, but the Midland Railway
Company, by whom he was employed, de-
clined to allow him to accept that position,
though I undlerstand they were prepared to
let him go provided he was offered the Corn-
asissionership. Anyway wve know that Mr.
Stead did not take up'the appointment that
was offered to him by, the Goveranmeat of the
day-Mfr. .9eaddan 'p Government, I think.
Li nmemnbers reflect for a moment. Here is
Col. Pope, the appointee of the present Gov-
erment. The Royal Conmmissioner was of-
fred by Mr. Seaddan, when Premier, the
post of Chief Traffic M-%anager with probably
the subsequent appointment of Commissioner
of Railways. Then Colonel Pope was ap-
pointed by _Mr. Scaddan, and I darosay Mr.
Seaddan also concurred in the appoiniFineit
Of Nir. Stead ais Royal Commissioner. Is it
re-asonnhle to expect, unless there is some per-
sonal feeling between those two gentlemen-
and I think everyone will come to the con-
clusion, after readling the two reportp, that of
the Commissioner of Railways and that of
the Royal Commissioner, that there was some
pe~rsonal feeling-

Hon. MI. F. Troy drew attention to the
state of the House.
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The CHAIRMAN: I have counted the
House and I find there is a quorum present.

Ron. M. P. Troy: Where is it?
The CHAIRMAN: Within the precincts ot

the Chamber.
Mr. Marshall: It is disgraceful that this

side of the Rouse should have to maintain
a. quorum.

Mr. DAVIES: I was dealing with the per-
sonal feeling between the Commissioner of
Railways and the Royal Commissioner, but on
reflection I think tile less said about it the
hotter for all concerned. All that we desire
is that there shall be Co-operation in the ser-
vice. I think the Commissioner is assured ot
that now, and from 'wbat one can see the
staff are working well with the Commissioner.
There is a matter which should be stressed
during the debate and it is the question of
-upewnnuation for railway employees. Pre-

vious Commissioners did something to help
in this direction, For instance, I think it
was during the Cominissionership of the pre-
sent Minister for Works that the Death Blene-
fit Fund was established. I believe that one
Can call that On unqualified success seeing that
it means so much to the family that is left be-
hind.

The Minister for Works: Something like
120fl in cash is paid over.

Mr. DAVIES: At the same time a sick
and accident fund was brought into existence.

The Minister for Works: The foundation
of that was laid.

Mr. DAVIES: I was a railway employee
myself and I know of the benefit to be de-
rived from funds such as tbese.

Hon. P. C'oilier: We have had nothing very
beneficial since.

Mr. DAV[ES: SomethinQ should be done
by the present Commissioner in co-operation
with the staff in bringing about a superannu-
ation fund in connection with the railways.
The matter has been before the Commissioner
for a number of years but it dones not seem to
have got any further forward.

The Mfinister for Mines: Negotiations
have been proceeding.

Mr. DAVIES: But what I amn concerned
about is that negotiations should not cease.

The infister for Mines: They have not
ceased.

Hon. P. Collier: Appoint a Royal Con-
mission.

'Mr. DAVIES: I would not suggest that.
I. notice the Royal Commissioner had very
little to say on this particular matter, anA
it is a matter on which he could very well
have expressed somec views. He had Panic-
thing to say in regard to almost everything
else. Reference has been made to the nm-
ber of men retrenched from the service. Mem-
bers must know that the most appalling
spectre that faces the working man is that
of retrenchment and the fear of unemploy-
meat. The fear is trebled when a man
reaches the age of 60 or 65 years, and especi-
ally if be has been a railway servant for 20
or 30 years. Such a man cannot get other
employment; he has given the best years of
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his life to the State and through no fault of
his own finds himself in a penniless position.

Hon. P. Collier: Do you not think that the
question of superanneation should apply to
members of Parliament also? It would be
pretty handy just now.

Mr. DAVIES: I an, not i a position to
appreciate it.

Hon. P. Collier: There are others who are.
Mr. DAVIES: Possibly Aomething should

he done in that regard.
Hon. P. Collier: Political death, you know,

comes as surely as the other.
Mr. DAVIES: Yes, to everyone. We find

that even a man like Mr. Asquith, alter re-
presenting Dundee for 37 years, was dis-
missed at the last elections. After such a
happening the life of a politician may be
said to be precarious. Seriously speaking, the
Minister should do his utmost in the direc-
tion of bringing about superannuation for
railway employees. He told us that negotia-
tionis had not been broken off between the
Commissioner and the men, but something
tangible should he done so that a man may
have a little to look forward to.

Mr. Hughes: It is possible to do some-
thing, but the Minister is able to nullify
it.

The Minister for Mines: Railway employ-
ees can COMe under the Act, but they Cannot
be compelled to contribute.

Mr. DAVIES: A man at the age of 60 or
65 should be able to say, 4'I am retiring,
and I can rest satisfied that what I am about
to receive is not charity, but something I
have earned during the time I have been in
the service."'

Mr. Teesdale: What about the pick and
shovel men? Let the railway men save from
their wages.

Hon. P. Collier: What about the legislator
who was defeated last week; there is no pen-
sion for Ime?

The Minister for Mines: The man who
has had 25 or 30 yearn Constant employment
is in a better position than the man who has
been working as a miner.

Mr. DAVIES: I subscribe to a system of
national insurance. I believe that a man who
works in gold mines or coal mines, is entitled
to help from the State on retirement through
old age. Hut when it conies to a question of
superannuation for one section only, like the
railways, some difficulty might be experi-
enced in getting such a proposal through
this House.

Mr. Heron: Oh no.
Mr. DAVIES: Would it be reasonable to

to ask the member for Forrest who represents
timber workers, or the member for Collie who
repesents coal miners, to agree to a super-
annuation scheme for railway employees, a
schenme which would leave out the timber
workers and the coal minersi

R~on. MN. F. Troy: Why not a scheme of gen-
eral insurance?

Mr. DAVIES: I am urging that some
action should b6 taken regarding the bring-
ing into existence of a superannuation
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scheme for the railways. I cannot now dis-
cuss the broader question of national insur-
ance. I wish before concluding to say a few
words in regard to the locomotives in use on
the railways. Ron. members will recollect
that a visit was paid to the Midland shops
some months ago, and it w'as seen there what
those shops were capable of turning out. The
Royal Commissioner recommended that the
loeoinotivos which were about to be built
should not be I rot-ceded with, It may be
news to members to know that over half of
the locomotives that are running on the rail-
ways are 20 years old.

Hon. P. Collier: And the other half "-etc
b)ought when we were in office. 'We spent
£500,000 on rolling stock in 1912-13.

'Mr. DAVIES: The hon. member for Boul-
der knows that the most efficient engines to-
dlay are those which were bought during his
termi as Minister for Railways. I refer to
class E and class F engines. Only one clas
has been added, and that is class D, which is
running on the suburban lines, and which is
just as good as classes E and P. WhatI
wish to point out, however, is that if we
desire the railways to carry freight success-
fully "we should have modern engines. That
fact cannot be stressed too strongly, and the
Commissioner should be allowed sufficient
money to bring his locomotives up to date.
In the circular which he issued in reply to
the statement of the primary producers he
made pointed reference to that. I hope the
Minister will do his best to co-operate with
the Commissioner of Railways, and see that
the rolling stock is brought up to dlate. The
Royal Commissioner discussed the question
of super-heating. That is a technical matter,
and I do not think any good would result
from dealing with it on the Estimates. The
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) said
he would like to see the trams extended. So
should 1. ft is due to the metropolitan area
that many of the lines should be extended.
The 'Royal Commnission on tramways made
certain recommendations, and I would ho
glad if the House agreed to then, and or-
deredl extensions to lie constructed immed-
iately.

Hon. M4. F. Troy: Provided the metropoli-
tan people are prepared to pay for them.

Mr. Clydesdak : They are, and always have
been.

Mir. DAVIES: I think they are prepared to
pay for then,, and to take over the full man-
agement of them. There was a difference of
opinion between the members of the Royal
Commission on the question of whether the
trains should be handed over by the Govern-
ment to the local governing bodies. The ex-
tensions, however, should be undertaken at
the earliest possible moment. This session
there has been little or no criticism of the
Commissioner of Railways. When we refrain
from indulging in carping criticism, I hope
the example set will be copied outside, not
only as regards our railways but the manage-
ment of all our concerns. The same criticism
is going on in other directions. When the

member for Canning (Mr. 01ly desdale)
vacated the office of mayor of South Perth,
the district was turned into a road board,
anid soon after that occurred, the people were
looking for the execution of the chairman of
the board, and he resigned.

The Mfinister for Mines: They could still
become a progress association.

Mr. DAVIES: Progress associations and
those who indulge in criticism have no
responsibility. Possibly the ax-chairman of
the Sooth Perth Road Board will join the
progress association and criticise those in
power. We ought to stand by those who are
administering affairs so long as they give
good service. Unless this is done we shall
be storing up heaps of trouble for ourselves.
Next year another Government may be in
power, bat regardless of what political party
hold office, the services of the country must
be maintained, and people should be content
to indulge in honest criticism calculated to
assist the administration of the day. The
railways in the United Kingdom are run
undt-r the joint board system, on which work-
men and shareholders are pretty evenly re-
presented, but notwithstanding that, the rail-
ways are a losing proposition. Amalgamna-
tious are taking place in the attempt to stop
the leakages and reduce the cost of manage-
ment. When this occurs in such highly
organised industries as the railways of the
United Kingdom, it is not to be wondered
at that we have a deficit in this State. To
overcome our difficulties will need the best
attention of Parliament. If we work with
the administrators, there is a chance, but if
the criticism indulged in outside of Parlia-
nient-not inside-is continued, there will be
no hope. With proper co-operation I think
the prospects for the year 1923 are bright.

Hon. At. F. TROY (Mit. Mfacniet) r4.501:
The member for Guildiford (Mfr. Davies)
spoke about the difficult times which the Coin-
missioner of Railways has bad to face. I
do not question his statement, but though the
Commissioner of Railways has had to ad-
minister the railways under difficult con-
ditions, he has elso had an opportunity to
take out of the pockets of the people a con-
siderable sumn of money which has placed the
people in difficult circomstances. On every
occasion when costs have been increased the
Commissioner has been able by administrative
authority to increase freights and fares to
an extent that more than recouped him for
his additional outlay. One of the reasons
why the back country is being depopulated
and 'why the mining industry is being closed
down is the excessive charges on the carriage
of commodities over the railways.

Mr. Teesdale: Some classes of goods.
Han. If. F. TROY: ',ofst of the classes.
Air. Teesdale; What snoul superphois-

phatest
Hon. M4. IF. TROY: I1 am speaking of the

goldfields. If anyone on the fields were
asked to place his finger on the greatest
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*handicap to mining development, he would
point to the excessive charges of the railways
on commodities required lor living and work-
ing on the fields. We cannot too often stress
this point. While people are deploring the
fact that the back country is being depopu-
lated-and this is a bad omen, because that
country cannot be developed by anyone so
well as by those who know it-the Govern-
ment to date have given the goldfielda people
no consideration whatever in the matter of
railway charges. I have a letter from the
Minister in which he replies to a 'statement
made by mining men during his visit to Mt.
Magnet. These men left their homes near
Porth and went to Mt. Magnet to carry on,
Miuning operations. They took up an aban-
doned mnine and worked it; so far they have
been successful. They pointed cut that
whereas a settler going from the golddields
to the agricultural areas received a conces-
sion in freight on his household good., the
settler going to the goldfields from the coast
received no such concession but was charged
the full rate. They asked why such a distinc-
tion should be made. The Minister forwarded
a statement which is not a reply. In his
letter doted the 9th June ha referred to the
increases made by the Railway Depirtment
but evaded the point raised by these men at
Mt, Magnet during his official visit. The
people of the back country have a just griev-
anice if distinctions such as I have mentioned
are mnde,-nnd of which the Minister has not
given a satisfactory explanation. The Gov-
ernment have made excuses regarding theheavy increases imposed on the people in the
hack eauntrm. They have -laimed that thewages of the railway employees have been
increased and that, in order to meet the
demands imposed by arbitrafion awards, they
have been compelled to Increase the railway
charges. In my opinion, and I do not think
it can be contradicted by the department Or
by the Minister, the increased awards of the
court have been taken' advantage of by the
department not only to levy such rates as
would recoup the department for the extra
expenditure, but to bring in a little more
revenue, and thus help Io swell the ineoniu
of the Railway Department.

The Minister for Mines: The increased
costs have not been solely due to railway
awards.

Rion. M. IF, TROT: To what other awards?
The Minister for Mines: Every award.

Take coal. We have hod to meet bigger cool
bills.

Ron. M. F. TROY: But the Railway De-
partment have always taken arliautage of
these awards in order to put their hands still
deeper into the pockets of the people.

Tme Minister for Mines: There isx not much
opportunity to do that when you are about.

Hon. If. F. TROT: If the Minister wants
to develop the goldfields, he will sooner or
later have to reduce the railway charges.

The Minister for Mines: I hope it can be
done soon.

Hon. X. F. TROY: One of our great diffi-
culties, to which frequent reference has been
made, is that we have too great a mileage of
railways for our population.

The Minister for Mines- You ire stating
it the wrong way about. We have insufficient
population for our railways.

Hon, Md. P. TROY: The Minister may have
it as he will.

The Minister for Mines: But it is a differ-
cot proposition.

Hon, Md. F. TROY: What strikes me is that
the Government, who are well aware of this
fact, are bringing in Bills to further extend
our railways. Will this relieve the position i
No, it will make it more acute. This session
the Government brought down a Bill to pro-
vide for a railway which will cost a consid-
erable amount of money. 'Unquestionably the
charges against that capital outlay and.
the expeaso of running that railway will
make the position more acute. There-
fore the Goverument appear to be clos-
ing their eyes to the fact that our present
mileage is too great in proportion to our
population, and are pursuing a policy which
will make the position worse instea of
better.

The Minister for Mines: We got a recom-
mendation from the Royal Commnissioner on
that question.

Hon. M. F. TROT: Then why not act upon
it?

The Minister for Mines: What, pull up the
Sandstone line?

Hon. M. F. TROT: Yes.
The Minister for Mines: You are not ser-

I ous.I
Hon. Kd F. TROY: Of course I am not,

but I would not be surprised if it was pro-
posed to act on that recommendation. I was
surfrised at the outlook of some members who
suggested the adoption of that course. One
would imagine that we were about to hand
the country back to the black fellows.

The Minister for Mines: Did -you hear the
decision of the Government on that matter?

Ron. Id. F. TROY: Yes, and I was pleased
to hear it. But sonmc members favour the
pulling up of that railway, and those members
arc nut on thme Government side either. Any-
one who suggests that course is lacking in out-
look. In his opinion, apparently, the country
begins and ends with the present generation,
and there is no future for it. I1 could imagine
that if Sandstone were a dead-end the Gov-
ernment mighit say, "'If the place does not
provide traffic, we will take up the railway. "
But when one realises that there are hundreds
of miles of pastoral country beyond Sand-
stone, on the eve of great development9. one
cannot have much respect for the op inion
of a Royal Commissioner n-Io advocates the
taking up of the Sandstone railway. I do
not know what the Royal Commissioner's in-
structions were, hut in my opinion he wvent
beyond his instructions when he made recom-
mendations regarding Government policy. In
my opinion it was not the Royal Commission-
er's business to recommend Government policy.
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It was his business to report just how the
existing railways should be maintained and
administered to the best advantage of the
country. I consider that he exceeded his in-
structions when he gave advice to the Gov-
ernment regarding the pulling up or the lay-
ing down of railways. I am glad that the
Government have determined not to pull up
the Sandstone railway. Events have justified
that decision. The Rioyal Commissioner spent
a few hours at Sandstone. Hle apparently
made no inquiries at all regarding the coun-
try around the district, or the settlement
taking place. If he had done so he could never
have made that recommendation. Neither
could he have condemned the erection of stock
yards at Sandstone. On that snbject his re-
port states-

New Stock Yards, Sandstone.-It is al-
most incredible that work costing £931
should have been undertaken quite recently
at the above station. These yards are the
sam~e size as those at 'Meekatharro, in ad-
dition to which a vecry long siding has been
constructed. Prom a return furnished lby
the Railway Department, the following
stock has been dealt witl, for six months:-

Despatched. Received.
15 horses.
46 cattle.

1,880 sheep 2,976 sheep.
These figures speak for themselves and
proves that there wits no necessity for this
large expense.

Within a few mouths of the giving of that
report, the stock received at Sandstone mere
than doubled itself; 39 trucks were sent arlay
in the period referred to by the Royal Coln-
mtissioner, and a few months later 68 tracts
were sent away. The Royal Commissioner
said that smaller yards might halve bern
erected; but how could smaller yards deal
with 300 or 400 cattle? The cattle are not Sent
away a truck or two at a timle, but in hurt-
dreds, because there is a fortnightly service.
The Conmmilisioaer fell in my estimnation by
making that recomumendlation. Had lie made
inquiries, he would have discovered that the
best country available for pastoral settlement
in this State to-day is that beyond Sandstone.
There has been more settlement in that dis-
trict during the past two years than in any
other part of Western Australia, and Settle-
ment is proceeding apace. Dingoes are being
destroyed there at the rate of a hundred a
month. Latterly they have been destroying
sheep, but apart from that the Country is
sme of the best sheep country to be found in
Western Australia. Water is to be found at
shallow depth.

Mr. Davies: What stopped the settlement
of that country before?

Hon. M.. F. TROY: The dogs. On one sta-
tion, Dandarragan, 100 dingoes were des-
troyed within a month. For five yeas", I
have been told by someone connected with
Dandarragan, the station never marked a
lamb. But severe measures have now been
taken against the dingo.

Mr. Clydesdale: That country is equal to
any in Australia.

Hon. M. F. TROT: Absolutely. Moreover,
there is great prospect of a mining revival
in that district, and I hope to see that re-
vival within 12 months. I am not in a posi-
tion to criticise the Royal Commissioner
excel.t upon facts within my own know-
ledge. I was always assured that he
was a very competcent railway man,
but when I read his report I could not
help feeling that hie had entered into some
matters in a very pettifogging spirit. Some
of the things he magnified were very minute
matters, and ought not to have received the
consideration he gave them in his report. It
was shown, too, that he accepted statements
which were not verifiedI-statements, for in-
stance, regarding the building of houses at
Mullewa, onl the construction of which it -as
said the men had been loafing. Subsequently
it was shown that the men supposed to have
been loafing were not employed by the Rail-
way Department. Had the Royal Commi-
sioner taken care to know his facts, he would
!lot have made such errors. His errors have,
in my opinion, weakened his whole cpse. No
doubt the Government could easily make the

railway system pay by pulling uip a number of
lies which are not paying.

Honl. W. C. Angwin: It would be a very
foolish thing to do0.

Hon. ]Nf. F. TROY: Yes. The Government
that would] do such a thing would be a Gov-
ernment which had abandoned all hope, and
had no faith in the future of the country,
and ought to be put out of office as speedily
as possible. But tho Government have re-
cently brought in a measnre for the purpose,
we are told, of encouraging settlement along
the Eastern railway, for the purpose of in-
sisting upon increased settlement on lands
along that railway. I fear, however, that the
Government's Bill will have very little effect
in tbat direction, If the Government were
to insist upon the carrying out of the im-
provemient conditions on conditional purchase
leases, they would be doing a great deal to
make the railways more profitable than they
are to-day.

The Minister for Mines: The improvement
conditions are being enforced.

Hon. M. F. TROY: When travelling along
the Wongan Hills railway line one cannot
help being struck with the fact that land
which was virgin country when -the railwa
was built, eight or nice years ago, is Stil
virgin country to-day. The member for Cue
(Mr. Chesson) and the member for Gerald-
ton (Mr. Willeock) and I viere travelling
over that railway wvhen it was being con-
structed, eight or nine years ago. The mdn-
ber for Oeraldton "as driving the locomotive,
and he pointed out to the member for Cue
and myself a certain piece of land as the
nicest bit of agricultural country along the
line. That particular piece of country is
now almost in a virgin state, as it was when
the line was built. Inasmuch as the Aprie-
cultural Bank wre making advances for Mhe
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development of agricultural lands, the people
who hold such lands ought to be asked to
make reasonable improvements on their pro-
perties as defined by the Land Act, by3 virtue
of their obligation to make which they hold
their lands. I know that on sonme of this
land the Agricultural Bank will not make ad-
vances, but that is a very recent policy. I
understand that the Agricultural Bank have
turned down what they call York gun pro-
positions. In that connection I know iumn-
hers of peoiple who have recently been re-
fused advances. The Sooner we know the
policy of the Government in this regard, the
better. It is no use asking people to take
Up country of this character adjacent to the
railways unless the Government are prepared
to say, "'We will help you to improve your
properties.'' Perhaps I should not discuss
this miatter now, but it haes a relation to the
question of railway policy. The Lands De-
partment say thoem lands are worth so mnuch
money, and the Agricultural Bank say they
aire worth nothing, or not sufficient to en-
title the bank to ancept then, as security for
advances. That is the sort of thing which is
retarding development. The Government's
policy in this respect should be defined one
way or the other as soon as possible. This
is not exactly the time to discuss the policy
of the Lands Department, but it has a bear-
ing on railway policy, and on the question
why our railways are not paying, and there-
lore I refer to it. If the Agricultural Bank
officials will not take the responsibility, the
Government must take it. Otherwise these
railways can never pay, but will always be
a burden on the country. Whilst I am nat
prepared to say that the Royal Commissioner
has been cori-ect in all his condemnations of
the Raivay Department, I wish to state that
there is more al-adnministrntion in the de-
partment than there ought to be. I saw an
inistance at Mullewa, the other day. The train'
came into Mullewa before time, and did not
get away from Mlullewa. for nearly two
hours. T inquired iuto the cause of the
delay, and was told that there ought to
be a body of men to do the shuntting,
but that the body of men had been sent away.
I told the Minister about the matter, and he
promised to make inquiry. I understand he
did inquire and found that my statement
wvas correct. That sort of thing should no(
occur. There is a gang of men kept to
attend to shunting at an important junction
like Mfullewa, and somebody is in error when
the men are seat away. And that sort of
thing has happened more than once. The two
hours of delay to the train have to be paid
for by the department, and in addition there
is the inconvenience and also the cost to the
travellers. Another matter may be mentioned.
On the Geraldtoa-Mullewa section the Rail-
way Department proposed to relay the
sleepers, and they carried over the railways
a large number of sleepers, and dropped them
on the line. Then the department changed
their minds, and carried the sleepers to Ger-
.ldton. That was an unnecessary expense. I

want to know how the Comnmissioner of Rail-
ways can justify administration of that sort.
Again, notwithstanding the need for economy,
there has been a tendency for one officinl to
travel around the country in the Commis-
siommer 's car. I hare seen a train dragging
that car hundreds of miles, when the officiat
could very well have travelled in an ordinary
compartment. That is being done by oficiaLa
who ought to set an example.

The Minister for Mdines: They are out omi
inspection work.

Hon,. 11. F. TROY: No. When there is in-
spection work, a body of men go along. As I
say, [ know of instances of one official having
a whole coach and a steward to himself.
That sort of thing is deserving of censure.
Reference has been made to the erratic ser-
vice on the Murchmison line. A few years ago
we had a .ndgnifleent train service there. To-
dhay, despite a slight decline in the passenger
traic, the traffic as a whole has actually in.
erea,ed, and the department is charging ex-
ceedingly high rates for stock. A population
giving such material help) to the railway sys-
tein ought to be afforded a decent railway
service. The department apparently is ex-
perimenting with the service, changing it
every few months.

The Mfinister for 'Mines: No, only twice
a year.

Hon. Af. F. TROY: They alter the time
table, and recently they have cut out trains
and so caused much inconvenience to travel-
lers. The trains frequently run late. There
are occnsions wrhen they nin to time, hut very
rarely.

Mr. Ohesson: Very rarely.
The -Minister for Mines: It is better now

than it has been for many years past.
Mr. Chesson: It is worse than ever.
Hon. M. F. TROY: We have two trains

per week. Usually they arc crowded -with
passengers, yet those trains cannot be run
to a time table. iRecently the locomotive
which runs from Meekatharra was taken off
at Yalgoo and replaced by another which took
the train on to Mullerva. I learn from the
'Mullewa. men that the strain on the locomo-
tire running such long distances without at-
tention is a prime cause in the delay. More-
over, it maeans -doubtful economy, because it
entails a very short life for the engine, while
it is a serious inconvenience to those travel-
ling long distances over that line. When the
department is after economy, it should be
economy with efficiency. The member for
Notth-East Fremantle (Hon. W. Q. Angwin)
rebuked some country members because of
their opposition to tramway extensions in
Perth, and said that so long as the people of
Perth were prepared to pay for their trains
there should be no opposition. I say there
will not be.

The Minister for Mines: There has been
opposition to tramway extensions generally.
You have been among the most bitter.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I admit it. The great
danger in this House is the city influence. If
the city bad no Pariamnentary representa-
tives at all, it would still have more influence
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in the Hotve than would 10 country con-
stituencies.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: The best representa-
tives we have are the city men.

Hon. M. F. TROY: So they ought to be.
Thty complain about the bad water in Perth.

Mr. Clydesdale: They are justly entitled to
4o so.

Eta,. 'A!. F. TROY: Yet 75 per cent, of the
people in the country have to cart water nine
and ten miles.

The Minister for Railways: It is not be-
catov we do not try to eater for them. All
our damns; are empty.

Hll. M'. F. TROY: I know one well with
a windmill and storage tank. Both windmill
and storage tank are out of order, and in con-
sequence people have to cart their water eight
and nine miles.

The Minister f or Mines: We provided an
expensive dam in a certain locality and the
peopie there allowed the roof to fall in and
tlhen asked us to send a n to fix it up. I.
suppo~v you want the same.

Hon. M. P. TROY: No, I do not. If in the
city the Government provide a supervisor of
water supply, they ought to have one in each
country district, as in New South Wales. It
id wrong that any private person should have
the responsibility of attending to the water
supply in any district. As I was saying, if
the city had no representation here at all, it
would still get more than its rightful due.
Frequently I hear men in tramears criticising
those ears. They are lucky to have cars at
all.

lHon. WV. C. Angwin: Y'ou are one of tile
bitterest opponents in the House to the pro-
vision of facilities in thle city.

Mr. Monev: That is only right when we
cannot get ;noney for country roads.

Thle Minister for Mines: If wre provide
a road for you you do not pay for it, whereas
the users4 of the trains do pay.

lion. M1. P. TROY: Honl. members should
not get excited.

Holl. W. C. Angin: Your invariable po-
lier, is nothing for anybody else, but every-
tiling for yourself.

The Minister for Alines: Give city men
orne consideration. How arc they to get to

their work without trains?
Mr. Clydesdale: He would have them

Walk.
Honl. M. F. TROT: The resources of thes

country are not sufficient to give advantages
and comfort to everybody. If there be any-
body who has little to complain of in this
regard, it is the people in the city. I am
saying that without any antagonism at all. It
is ,,erelv a statement of fact. City people get
lodvn,,ta~es because of their nunmher-.

.Mr. Clyde~dale: Frequently they bare to
p'ay for wvhat they don't actually rleeive.

Raon. NM. F. TROY: For all administration
of (Gnvernment the country pays. Without thle
country the city could nrt exist.

Mr. CI('le~dale: That applies all over the
Wvorld.

The Minister for Mlines: It does not alter
the fade that yo,' must hare your city.

Eion. M. F. TROT: I am speaking with-
out an y antagonism to the city.

Mr. Clydesdale: Still, you speak in the
same snl-amn every time.

Eon. M. F. TROY: Provided tbe city
people are prepared to pay for their tram-
ways I have no objection. My objection is
that under pretence of paying they get the
Government to build tramway lines at the
expense of the country.

Hont. W. C. Angia: No, they do not.
in. Md. F. TROY: They say it is a pay-

ing proposition, and tile Minister says, ''Put
people out into the suburbs.''

The Msinister for Mines: They are there.
TInat is the trouble. Thme worker is the man
who is suffering.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Como, for instance.
The Minister for Mines: Yes, Como.
Hon. M. F. TROY: The land agents who

have blocks of land to sell in these districts,
and wrhose properties are enriched in value
by reason of the tranms, tire the people oho
are suffering. Between Perth, alid Midland
Junction there are large areas of vacant laud
alongside the railway upon Which homes could
be built.

Mr. Money: Hundreds of acres.
Mr. Clydesdale: That applies everywhere.
Hon. M1. F. TROY: Here is an opening

for the Government.
Mr. Money: There is land between Bays-

water and Midland Junction.
Honl. M1. F. TROY: The Government are

building tramnways into new districts-
Mr. Money: And competing with "he rail-

ways.
Holl. Al. P. TROT: To enrich the land

agent and a number of gentlemen in Perth,
who form themselves into syndicates, buy
areas of load, mnd subdivide them for sale.

Mr. Clydesdale: That is done all over the
world.

~Ton. ',\. F. TROY: Of course.
Mr. Clydesdale: You must have just wak-

cited up.
Mr. Money: Two wrongs do not make a

right.
Ron . P. Coallier: You should see the bun-

*galows of the working man around Coamo.
The Minister for Mines: Yes, there are

dozens of then,, and you Will not mind having
the votes of those men later on.

Hon. P. Collier: It will be a baven of
retreat for seine of you fellows.

The CHIR~MAN: Order!
Honl. M. F. TROY: My object is to stress

this evil.
Hon. W. C. Angwia: You think you cna

change an old-established customn, do you?
lion. A1. F. TROY: I am going to vote

against this sort of thing. So long as the
city people agree to pay for their own trains
I W-ill not oppose them, but I shall oppose
any subterfuge, any pretence, that a tram-
line will be paid for when in actual fact it
will be a charge upon the State.

'Mr. Clydesdale: You could build a train-
way to any terminus, and it would pay at
once.
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Hon. M. F. TROY. Let the people estab-
lish a board to take over the whole system,
provide their own capital, and build their own
lines.

The MIinister for 'Mines: If I brought
dlown a Dill for that pierpose you, would op-
pose it.

Hon. "AL F. TROY: The "Minister should
not assume too much.

The 'Minister for Mines: It ~Would be the
policy of your party to do so.

The CTAIRMAN: Order!
R~on. M. F. TROY: It is not possible for

the ralwn~y system to pay whilst wre have
such a large mileage for so small a popula-
tion. The Gov-erniuent should not proceed
with the construction of new railways until
existing lines have been placed upon a proper
basis. They area adopting a suicidal policy,
one that will only bring calamity to the
country. We ought to make the most of the
railways we have, and insist upon land owner.,
situated alongside them producing as much
from their land as they can. No Comis
sioner could make the railways pay whilst
this policy of railway construction i con-
tinued. Tfhe people of the back country wil
b. unahle to carry on their industries so long
as the only way of relieving the railWays is
t-i inerea-e the burdens placed upont those
people.

[Mfr. Stubbs resumed the Chair.]

Mr. HERON (Mt. Leonora) [5-351: 1 do not
altogether blame the Commissioner of Railways
for the present position. The blame lies rather
at the door of the Government. They have not
laid down their policy. The Commiisioner has
done his best, but he has the MHinister forcing
him on the one side, and politicians and the
public forcing him on the other. His is not a
bed of roses. Fares have been increased right
through the service to such an extent as to make
the railways unpopular. In the outer suburban
areas there is a class of people the Government
cannot afford to starve into the city. People
have gone out there because they can get more
land at a cheaper price, and because by proring
their own vegetables they can reduce the cost
of living. It is also healthier for their families
to live out of the city. Some five or six years
ago the fare to Cannington was 7Id. return, where-
as to-day it is Is. 4d. The Minister cannot
justify that increase of over 100 per cent. He
is forcing these people to come into the city
because they cannot afford to pay such high
fare. Friends of mine have been looking for a
houae in the city for weeks because of this posi-
tion. The city is already overcrowded, and
people should be encouraged to keep away from
it.

11r. Clydesdale: They need a tramway ex-
tension.

Mr. HERON: If any district warranted a
tramway extension I would Dot vote against it.

Cheap transport facilities must be provided to
help along these outlying districts. The mem-
her for South Fremantle asked a question about
the deposits on season tickets. It is not fair
to forfeit these deposits in the ease of a person
who has lost his season ticket after about a

week's use. The deposit is held for all time
If a. person loses his ticket be has to pay Is. for
a declaration to that effeet, and 10 per cent.
fine on the amount that has already been paid
for the ticket. That is unfair, It cannot cost
the department all that money to issue a new
ticket. This amounts to a p~enalty imposed
upon those who want to live out of the city.
There is no doubt that motors are competing
with the railways. Over short distances the
motor transport is completely cutting out the
railways. One firm in the city is arranging tW
run a goods service to Arm adale, in preference
to sending the goods by rail. The Commissioner
is not to blame for this because his hands have
been forced in an endeavour to make the rail-
ways pay. He should not be asked to do this
with such a small population ,the general tax-
payers should make up the dlifference. Many
firms in the city do not use the railways at all.
lIf they want their goods brought up fromn Fre-
mantle they either use their own motor lorries
or pay for others to bring them. When, how-
ever, they send stores to outback centres it is
the people who receive them who have to pay.
These big firms do not contribute an~thirrg to
the railway revenue. They should be made to
pay a special tax in order to reduce the cost to
people living out further. The Minister should
go into every itemi of f reight and see if reductions
cannot be made in the case of those who live
long distances from the city I am in favour
of the adoption of the zone system. I admit
the freight is not heaped upon those who live a,
long way out in the same ratio as it is upon those
who live a short distance out, but there should
be a greater difference in the total freights
charged I have already made reference to the
Eularninna copper mine which has been closed
down because of the excessive railway freightsa
They have been sending their Ore to Cuming,
Smith & Co., at Guildford, where it is used in
the manufacture of superphoaphates. Five or
six years ago the freight on this ore was 12s. 6d.
a ton. It was then increased to 14s. 10d., and
last year rose to 22s, 10d. The mine is now
closed down and the employees are looking for
work elsewhere. It was intended by the manage-
ment to spend another 0l,000 in further sinkintg
the shaft. They went to the expense of putting
in a new boiler and getting new cisterns under-
ground to pump water cheaply to the surface,
and after all the arrangemrents bad been made
the news came along from the Cornmissioner at
the last minute that a reduction could not te
made. Therefore the mine was closed down and
to -day it is idle. I hope the Minister will give
the matter his attention. Another subject
which was brought under the tcic r of the
Minister when he was touring through the hack
country had reference to children living a long
distance from the metropolitan area and the
advisableness of granting them cheap fares to
Perth.

The Minister for Mines : We cannot differen-
tiate.

Mr. HERON: Yes you can, and the people
of the back country are bread-minded enough
not to take exception to anything that may be
done in that direction. Take Wlua, which is
210 miles from the rail head. If parents wish
to send their children to Perth there is a motor
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car trip over that immense distance to the rail-
way before the train journey is undertaken, and
that is where the Minister could assist those
people who are so far outback.

The Minister for ines: What 'is the motor
charge!?

Mr. HERON: If the Minister would grant a
conesasion on the railways I am satisfied that
the peopie in the outback centres would send a
car load to the train. With reference to the
Leonora service, I hope it will be possible to
put another train on shortly. I was at the
Kalgoorlie station on Monday week when the
train was going out and when the temperature
was 104 in the shade. There was only one
carriage on the train and 50 persons were being
cramm'd into seven compartments of that
carriage. Of course the railway officials realised
that there was not enough room in that one coach
and put another on. At the same time
those 50 people had been provided with only
three water bags. The other ear was added
only because I kicked up a row and the officials
were then good enough to supply one more
water bag. Four water bags for 60 people!I
At the present time the regulation is that three
bags shall be provided for each coach. That,
however, is not enough for people who are travel-
iiug long distances in the back country. I can
quote an instance where a person travelling
down from Leonora with a sick child could not
even get a drink on the way down. That is
carrying things to extremes. The Minister
should remember that these are not corridor
cars. To assist outback centres the Minister
and the Commissioner should do all they pos-
sibly can in the direction of reducing freights
and fares, and also assist children to visit the
coast once a year or perhaps once in every two
years. Another matter to which I wish to
refer is in regard to excursion tickets. Twelve
months ago I interviewed the Commissioner on
the subject of cutting down the period of the
availability of excursion tickets from three
months to two months, The Commissioner
promised that where a request was made for
the extension of three months it would be grant-
ed, but as we know it is not always convenient
for women with children to bother about apply-
ing for that kind of thing. Last year the period
of three months was permitted to remain, but
this year the Commissioner has reverted to two
months. Another matter on which complaints
are made is that travellers by rail from, say,
Leonora to Perth, are not permitted to break
their journey at Kalgoorlie. If they take a
ticket at Leonora they must travel to Perth by
thle first connecting train, regardless of the fact
the traveller may have covered a distance of

*perhaps 500 miles before arriving at the heed
of the line. It is not a fair proposition The
Commissioner, of course, is afraid of ticket
scalping, and he suggests that a person could
easily take a ticket to Kalgoorlie from Leonoin
and then purchase another from Kalgoorlie to
Perth. That, however, would not enable a
person to avail himself of the excursion rate.
A break of at least one day at Kalgoorlie should
be permitted. I trust the Minister will deal
with requests I have made, and give them favour-
able ecasideration.

Mr. CLYDESDALE (Canning) (5-55]: 1
heAve been surprised since entering this Chamber
at the opposition that has been shown to any-
thing connected with thre metropolitan area.
That opposition is not confined to the other
side of the House. One would be led to believe
that all the concessions are being pranted to
people residling in the metropolitan area. If we
study the figures so far as railways are concerned
bon. members will see that the deficit is being
contributed to by the carrying of freights over
our railways at rates that cannot possibly pay.
Liberal concessions are granted to farmers. Of
course it is a right and proper policy to grant
concessions to farmers when they are starting
operations, but I1 fail to see why the State should
carry fertilisers for the benefit of those who are
well able to pay.

Mr. Latham - How are you going to dis-
crimninate ?

Mr. CLYDESDALE: By making those pay
who can afford to pay ; by assisting, ay, the
returned soldier who is starting on the land.
Let us take the carriage of fertilisers in this
State and compare the charges with those of
South Australia and New South Wales. We
char~e 4s. Id. per ton for the first 109) miles.
In South Australia they charge 8a. per ton and
in New South Wales the rate is 6s. 9d. In West-
ern Australia we carry fertilisce 150 miles for
5is. 2d., whilst in South Australia the rate is 8s.
14. I mierely quote these figures to show that
all the privileges are not being given to the
metropolitan area.

Mr. Money -. Have you the New Zealand
figures?9

Mr. CLYDESDALE: No; the figures 1 have
are quite sufficient for my purpose. In New
South Wales the carriage over 150 miles is 7s.
7d. In Western Australia we carry fertilisera
for the first 200 miles at Os. 2d. per ton, whilst
in South Australia the charge is I~a. 9d.

Mr. Mann: What did they charge in Sooth
Australia 20 years ago when the farming industry
was being developed?7

Mr. CLYDEBDAIE: Does the hon. member
mean to tell me that in places like Bruce Rock,
Merrodin and Katanning, where farmers have
been on the land for years, that those farmers
are not in a position to pay highser rates !

Mr. Lastham: How many years niave they
been there ?

Mr. CLYDESDALE: Long before the hon.
member started farming. There are any num-
ber of farmers in this State who should not be
receivin ! the privileges they are getting to-day.
'The point 'I wish to make is that we are always
complaining about our railways not paying.
Do we want them to pay or do we not want them
to pay ? We are giving the farmers a bonus of
anythinA up to.£400,000 and yet the people who
are condemning the Commissioner of Railways
are themselves farmers

31r Hickmott: What is the cost in Victoria?7
Mr. CLAYDES DALE: In Western Australia

we earr' fertilisers 200 miles for 6s. 2d. and In
South Australia the charge is 8s. over 100 miles,
or 25 per cent. more than cur charge and [or
half the distance. Yet we hear complaints
from members representing farming constituen-
cies ahout the priv-ileges being granted to the
metropolitan area.

2500
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Mr. 'Wilson: And they complain because they
pay too much for coal.

Mr. Mann: What do they charge for coal ?
Mr. CLYDESDALE : I will give that later on.

Take a train load in the other States as com-
pared with Western Australia. An engine in
Victoria would haul at least one-third more
than an engine here. Consider also the tonnage
carried. One would expect freights to be a.
little higher here, hut we find that our railways
are carrying super 200 miles for 6s. 2d., whereas
in South Australia 8s. is charged for a dis-
tance of 100 miles. The farmers here have
nothing to complain about.

MUr. Harrison: What is a. train load in Vic-
toria ?

Mr. CLYDESDALE. I have not the actual
figures, but I am informed that' SO tons as an
average train load cannot be carried here for
less than 2d. per ton per mile. I know mem-
baas of the Country Party do not like these
figures, but they are always complaining about
the metropolitan area.

Mr. Latham: And the metropolitan area is
always complaining about the country.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: The people of the
metropolitan area are doing all they can to assist
the country, anfd the country people give them
no credit for it.

Hon. P. Collier: The member for York should
take his gruel.

Mr. CILYDESDALE: We carry wheat 100
miles for 10s. lid., whereas in South Australia
the charge is Ils. 5d. and I suppose for every
ton we carry. 10 tons are carried in South Aus-
tralia. In Victoria the charge is l0s. 10d., and
in New South Wales Ils. Gd. For a distance
of 150 miles we charge 12s. 6d., South Australia,
charges 12s. 7d., Victoria 12s. 10d., and New
South Wales 13s. 7d. For 200 miles we charge
14s. Id., South Australia charges 14s. Id., Vie.
toria 14s. 4d., and New South Wales 14s. 5d.

Mr. Mann : Do you suggest that we should
raise the freights to the goldfields ?

31r. CLYDESDALE: No, because the gold-
fields have had to carry the farmers and the
State for years. The goldfields have now reach-
ed a stage when they are in need of some assist-
ance.

Mr. Mann: You suggested that.
'Mr. CLYDESDALE: I visited the hon.

member's farm and found that the railways
carried a truck of livestock from Nungarin to
Perth, a distance of 190 miles, for 393s. 1 sup-
pose the horn member would not contend that
that was a payable proposition. Yet members
complain of the treatment they are receiving
from the Government.

Mr. Latham : The object is to give you cheap
food supplies.

Mr. CLYDESIDALE : The hon. meinter is
more deeply interested in what he can get for
himself. The farmers make as much as they
can for themselves, and do not trouble about
the other chap.

Mr. Harrison: That is your policy.
'r. CLYDESDALE: What is happening in

the metropolitan area?! The Commissioner of
Railways knows that there are only a certain
number of people to travel in the trains and
he has incresed the fares in some instances by
100 per cent. Why has that been necessary ?

To pay for the privilekes granted to the farmers-
I do n~ot say that this is a wrong policy.

lif. Harrison: You said the farmers are
riding on the backs of the people in the goldfields
areas.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: Yea, other wise the
farmers would not be as well off as they ate to-day.

Mrls. 3Munsie: The farmers are getting many
more privileges than the goldfields reople.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: 1 doubt whether any
commodity carried for the farmers is cariEd at
a profit.

Mr. Harrison: What has made the cost sop
heavy ?

Mr. CLYDESDALE:- Victoria is charging up
to 2d. per mile, but owing to political influence
the charge here has been reduced. The more
wheat and produce we carry on our railways,
the greater is tie loss.

Mr. Harrison: That is nonsene.
Mr. CLYDESDALE:- The hon. member is

all right in getting pigs catted for 3e. each anid
realising 50s. for them in the market. Recently
I was bemoaning to a railway officer the fact
that ont the Wongan Hills line the people were
having a bad season. He replied that hre was
sorry for the people's sake but he added, 'Thank
goodness it will save the department imoney."
I expressed astonishment at his statement, and
he added, " The mioje wheat ae carry, the greater
is our- loss." That is the position throughout
Western Australia to-day.

Mr. tat ham:. I would like to know the name
of that railway official.
Mr, Munie:- The Commisioner of Railways

himself says wheat is not a yayable freiglt.
Mr. CLYDESDAIE:- Of conase it is not. In

fact, the carriage of most ccn'mcdities ficni the
agricultural areas is not payinr. I take excep-
tion to members of the Country Faty 1-leming
the Commissioner and the officials, because.
produce is being carried at a non-rayinrg price
Not one commodity is charged up to 2d. Ter
ton.

Mr. M1ann: Who is blaming the dcpsxtrrEnt?
'Mr. CLYDESDALE: The hon. rretnier. in

addition to a, great many other reople. Tire
farmers are blaming tire Railmay reraln'EnL
The Royal Commission was appointed hccause'
the farmers considered the Commisrioner of
Railways was to blamne. Take any commodity
which is being carried to-day. Coal, of which
221,000 tons was carried last year, is paying
1- 23d.

31r, Latham:; What about the stuff carried
out of the metropolitan area ?

Mr. CLYDESDALE:- I am dealing with stuff
carried into the metropolitan area. Chaff is
carried at 1-43d., wheat at l-O9d., fireiroed at
I - 77d., fertiliser at -54d., ores, minerals, brie,
etc., at 1-Old.

Mr. Lathram:- What about wool?
Mr. CLYDESDALE : On the tonnage carried,

it is estimated that the lanTCers are reCeiVing
the equivalent of a bonus of 9400,00O a year
from the railways. If Tremb-ers want tke Corn-
tasioner to make the railways pay, they should
be fair and rermit him to add that £4C0,CQO to
his figures, and strike a balance on that. That
would be only a fair and reasonable propceriticn.
I do not wish to be misunderstood. I am" not
opposed to the farmer.

2 -A I
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Mr. Hickmott: Cut him out altogether.
Mr. CLYDESDALE: We do Dot want to

cat him out. No one has done more in his own
bumble way for the farmer than I have.

Mr. Harrison: You would not have had such
a good cut had it not been for the farmer.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: Never mind that. Fanes
in the metropolitan area have been raised to a
,considerable extent to meet the demands made
by the farmer. Take the Northam district
-where farmers have been settled for many year.
Should we carry fertilisers for them at the special
rate ?

Air. Hughes: To the Premier's farm
Mr. CLYDESDALE. Yes. Should we carry

fertilisers for those farmers for 4s. Id, per ton?7
Is that a fair and reasonable proposition when
they can afford to pay the full rate for it ?

Mr, Latham -. The short distance farmneia pay
all right.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: A good many farmers
who are in a position to pay are receiving privi-
lepees they have no right to receive.

Air. Harrison-. Why not differentiate in your
rates for the metropolitan area?

Mr. CLYDESDALE: On an ordinary day a
man can travel two miles on the suburban Line
for 6d.. hut if he wishes to attend a sports gather-
ing on Saturday, he is charged 2s. 8d. Would
the hen. member like to increase that rate ?

Mr. Hughes: That is the day you set out to
be fleeced,

Mr. CLYDESDALE: Perhaps so.
The Minister for Mines : That is not equal to

the charge made in the East.
Mr. CLYDESDALE: Then I would have no

objection to it being increased provided the
farmers are brought up to the same rate.

Mr. Munsie:- It is the dearest ride in the
world.

The Premier: People do not pay as mutch
to go out to a meeting as they pay to get through
the gate.

The Minister for Mines:- The dearest ride in
the world is through the racecourse turnstile.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: Members have been
trying to cast blame on the Commissioner of
Railways. It has been suggested that the posi-
tion might be improved by the appointment of
two or three Commissioners.

Mr. Latham: One of them could watch the
farmers.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: If they were all as
slippery as the hon. member, they would need
some watching. If it is desired to make our
railways pay, the Commissioner should he given
a free hand for 12 months to fix his ownl rates.

Mr. A. Thomson: And fix his own wages,
too ?

Mr. CLYDESDALE: Yes ; I doubt whether
he would desire to reduce any of them.

Air. A. Thomaon: Give him a free hand over
the lot.

Mfr, CLYDESDALE: I would not be afraid.
to do that.

lir. Munsie: .He has pretty weil a free hand
now.

Mir. A. Thomson: No, he has not.
Mr. CLYDESDALE:- If it is the Policy Of the

country to assist people on the land by not asking
them to pay the full rates, members should he
fair to the Commissioner of Railways and should

refrain from reiterating that all the privileges
go to the metropolitan area. The people of the
metropolitan area pay for everything they get.
They cannot go half a mile without paying a
tax, but they are not crying about it all the
time.

The Minister for Mines: They do not cry, but
they ring up on the telephone and keep mue
awake half the night telling meabout it.

Mr. CLYDESDALE : It does not appear to
affect the Minister very much. flit isthe policy
of the Government to run the railways at a loss,
the Commissioner should he given credit for the
concessions allowed. After what I have stated
it might seem inconsistent to suggest that the
tramwa fares charged in the metropolitan area
shouldhe reduced.

Hon. Mf. F. Troy: Are you going to squeal a
bit now ?

Mr. CLYDESDALE: I have never been
known to squeal. The hon. member has done
all the squeakling I have heard this afternoon.
It would he good policy to abolisht the additional
charge of id. charged for travelling on holidays
snd Sundays. There was a lot of squealing
about the construction of the Como tramway.
There was hardly a newspaper in the country
which did not assert that the line would never
pay. Why do the people go to Como in such
numbers ? It costs 2a. to 2B. Gd. to go to Cottes-
Ice and for a man with a family the outlay is in
the vicinity of 10s. To go to Como costs only
5d.

The Premier: But Como Is not Cotteslos.
Mr. CLYDESDALE: The Government should

adopt reasonable fares, and encourage the people
to indulge in the healthy recreation they are
looking for. If the fares to Cottesloe werere
duced, the revenue would be greatly increased.
I am aware that owing to thle opposition from
memb~ers of the Country Party we are short of
rolling stock. Every time the Commissioner
wanted to build a tram there was a howl from
the Country Party, " You must not spend any
more money in the metropolitan area. It will
not he a payable proposition."

Mr. Latham: No one made that statement.
Mr. CLYDESDALE-. It is quite a general

cr fronm the Country Party that no money
should be spent in the metropolitan area.

Sitting susapended front 6-15 to 7-S0 Van

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]

Mr. CLYDEBDALE; I support the re-
marks of the member for Guildford as to tho
necessity for further tramway extension in
the metropolitan area. I know the argument
will be adduced that the money could he
expended to greater advantage in other parts
of the State. But that argument will be
used for the next hundred years. We must
not lose sight of the facet that the people are
Wn the metropolitan area, and that they are
prepared to pay f or these sfrvices, as I have
always stated. They are likewise prepared to
pay their share of-the general burdens of the
State without complaining. They do, how-
ever, complain about not gettng what they
pay for, especially as regards water. The
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Government could extend the tram lines from
every terminus in the metropolitan area for
a reasonable distance, and show a profit.
Railway extension in the country costs a
considerable amount of money, and will nt
pay for a number of years. We do not com-
plain of that, because it is developmental
policy. I hope many more railways will be
constructed in the country.

Mr. Johnston: We have railways author-
ised in 1914 and not built yet.

Mr. CLJYDESDALE-' We have tramways
promised 30 years ago, and further off than
ever. Take the Ing-lewood extension. There
are a thousand people in that locality who
have to walk while they are prepared tffpay
for the necessary yextensfon. Before 'the
Royal Commission on tramway construction
it' was stated that they were pzeparcd to
guarantee interest and sinking fund on the
cost of the extension. They know full well
they will not be called upon to fulfil thfe
guarantee. Again, the people at Belmont,
numbers of whom are tilling the soil, were
promised a tramway twenty years ago. The
Bolmont farmers are just as much eatitlted
to consideration !~s are farmers outback.
Before long we shall have a, period of unem-
ployment, such as proved so serviceable in
connection with the Como tramway. A
period of unemployment must come, and we
should make provision for it. Betweea sea-
sons numbers of people are out of work, and
they are better employed on reprodUCtive
work than on unproductive work. If the
Premier will or'der sufficient tramway con-
struction material, they can be employed on
reproductive work. Apart from the Como
extension, there has been only four miles of
tramway extension in the metropolitan area
during the lasit nine yvears. I1 give the Pre-
mier warning now (hat unemployment is
bound to come along again, and that we
should make preparation for it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND
.AP1 LWAYS (Hon. .1. Scaddan-Albany-in

reply) [7.37]: There is little calling for
reply, because hon. members who introduced
new matter, were dealing with subjects which
have been thrashed ptctty well threadbare
during the last 10 or 15 years, to my know-
ledge. It is not astonishing that hon. i'nim-
bers travelling about the country-and mein-
bers of Parliament necessarily use the rail-
ways a great deal-should now and again
come across something which they consider
is lax in the railway service. At the same
time, a member is not in a position to decide
straight away how the difficulty arose. From
merely seeing the outside he may jump to
the conclL'sion that there are blunders being
perpetrated by everyone from the Commis-
sioffer of Railways to the humblest servant
of the department. Necessarily, a system
employing 17,000 men cannot .possiblv be
managed to absolute perfection. Other
criticisms indulged in by some members-only

some--were really in the nature of demands
that iii replying on the general discussion I

should duplicate what I maid when intro-
ducing the Estimates. When hon. members
know that the Estimates of so important a
depariment as the railways are coming up,
for discussion, it is hardly right for them,
unnecesarily to absent themselves from the
Chamber 'while I endeavour to make a com-
prehensive statement with regard to the
system. The member for Katanning (Mr.
A. Thomson), for instance, sees something
on the railways that he thinks ought to be
elucidated. Accordingly he asks me in
making my reply to deal with a subject
which I mentioned when introducing these
Estimates. The hon. member should have
stated whether he agreed or disagreed with
what I said. I do not propose to repeat
myself 'with regard to matters that I have
already dealt with comprehensively in my
introductory remarks. I object to membiers
making a public criticism of a public official
like the Commissioner of Railways merely on
the strength of a statement by some out-
sider-who may or may not be an interested
party-without first satisfying themselves
that the statement is well founded.
Certainly, members should not give publicity
bere to foolish and irresponsible statements.
I refer particulairly to suck a statement as
that nmade by the member for Murchison
(Mr. MNarshall), and repeated by the mnember
for Cue ('Mr. Chesson), that some mer chant or
trader in Perth, upon being asked by a resi-
dent of Meekatharra or Cue to quote for five
tans of coal, replied that it would be better
for the customer to obtain six tons, because
it would cost more in railway freight to for-
wvard five tons than six, the reason being that
five tons would not fill a truck. In point Of
fact, that is not coirrect. The five tons wouild
have been accepted as a truckload, in compli-
auce with the railway regulations. The state-
ment in question could never have been made
by a responsible tradler, and it ought not to
bave been repeated to the detrinient of the
Railway Department until substantiated. If
not substantiated, it OLught not to have been
mentioned here at all. Again, the mnenmher
for Murchison (Mr. -Marshall) and the mean-
her f or South Prmntle ('Mr. McCallum)
and two or three other mnembers, either by
interjection or otherwise referred to a con-
cession beng given to the wife and family
of a farmer but imot extended to the wife and
familyv of a farm labourer. I said at the
timie that I did not believe such was the ease,
hut that I thought it would apply to the
lana labourer's wife and family in the same
circunstanees. As a matter of fact, the con-
cession does so apply; and there is not a
single instance on record where an application
for this Concession from a farm labourer 's
wife and family has not been graunted, and
quite without que stion, in the same way as the
concession is granted to the wife and family
of a farmier. In the ease mentioned by the
inenibcr far South Fremntle, the files refer-
ring to the application nowhere disclose that
the concession was being sought on behalf
of the wife of a farm labourer. It is true
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that the application was made on behalf of
the wife of a person residing in an agricul-
tural town; but that fact of itself would not
bring the applicant within the terms under
which the concession is granted. If the Rail-
'way Department had been adlvised that the
concession was sought for the wife of a. farm
labourer employed in farming operations, it
-would have been granted to her in the same
way as to a farmer's wife. All T can say is
that it does apply and. will continue to apply
to the farm labourer's wife and family as
well as to the farmer's wife and family. But
it will not apply to the labourer himself,
any more than to a business man Carrying
-on business in a country town; because he
can take advantage of the ordinary excursion
rates. The member for Murchtison (Mfr. Mar-
shall) said a good deal about the period oeeu-'
pied in bring down livestock from the Mur-
'ehison. Delays have taken place and will, I
expect, take place in future when it is impos-
sible to avoid then'; but it is not quite as
'bad as the hon. member suggested. One or
two instances of undue delay have occurred.
The case he mentioned ini particular was
brought under the notice of the Commissioner,
and the Commissioner readily conceded that
there had been delay which might be avoided
in future. There has been no complaint since.

Mr. Marshall: It has been repeated since.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: The other

ease mentioned by the hon. member was that
certain trucks had been put off and replaced
by trucks of rags, bones or bottles. That wa.!
uot quite a fact. What happened was that,
due to heavy consignments of livestock, there
was certain delay. After a deputation waited
on the Comnmiss;ioner lie pointed out that
whereas previously the journey for livestock
fronm Meekatharra, to Midland had occupied
from 42 to 46 hours, a variation had been
made until the journey now occupies only
33',% hours. Taking into account the dis-
tance and the conditions, the department did
very well in getting it through in that time.

Mr, Marshall: Do you mean to suggest
that they bring a stock train through to MVid-
land in 33%- hours?

The MITISTER FOE 'MINTS: Yes.
'Mr. Marshall: 'Well, the person who gave

you that information is an impostor.
The MINISTER FOR -MINES: At the

present time stock from MAeekatharra is car-
ried to Midland by mixed train in 33V2 hours.
This is the fastest stock transit in Au~trnlia.
The hon. member says he gave day and date in
order to have no misunderstanding, and that
four bogies of tattle were cut off let Sannine
on the 25th October last and four others
taken on in their place;, that the cattle arrived
at Midland 18 hours late and, in consequencee,
mnissed the Wednesday sale, due to bad ad-
ministration. As a matter of fact no livestock
was9 put off the Nanaine train on the 25th
October, because the 25th October was itself
aL Wednesday. Evidently the hon. member
meant the 23rd. However, that does not mat-
ter. The facts were these: An order was
lodged by a firm to load stock on the 22nd

October. Owing to heavy loading the depart-
ment was unable to accept that date, and
MNessrs. Clark and Phillips were advised that
stock would be accepted on the 26th, subjeet
to the animals being attended to at Cite, as it
was impossible to advise through transit. The
owners agreed, and signed with full know-
ledge. No trucks of bottles, bags, bones or
anything of the sort were put on at Cue in
plat-e of the trucks taken off. I have already
adutitted that these difficulties and, delays
will arise in the future as in the past. We
'-annt entirely avoid them, for with such big
o'vet-tions they must occur. But, taken in
the gross they do not occur any more Ont our
System titan on any other system. I could
prolee a photograph showing the removal
of livestock on the Queensland railways, a

riwysystem expected to be as tip to date as
aysy-stem inAustralia in point of carriage

of liestock. They have had to unload scores
of cattle and sheep en route and kill them in
order to save the skins, because of the time
crullied in transit. Would anyone say that
heanse that has happened they have failed
attd that everything is wrong? T cannot help
thinking u-c do just as well as is done in most
uther places, and that in respect of the shift-
ing of livestock we do somewhat better. Then
there wvas the question of the dispensing with
the services of Connolly. I knew nothing
about it until the ease wvas mentioned here.
I then sent for the file. Connolly had 25
years' st-rvice. A man who can remain 25
years Jpractically iii the same position, never
getting past the point of miniutm adult rate,
Itas not shown very much diligence.

ML[r. hfughes: The Commissioner said lie
was diligent.

The 'MI-NISTER FOR INES : Yes,
aec-ordiag to lis ability.

Mr. Hughes: And to the patisfaction of
the Commuissioner. Whom. else had hie to
saqtisfy?

The MI1NISTER FOR MINES: At a time
when, because there is no adult work avail-
able for them, we are dispensing with
youths who have reached the adult age,
youths who have given evidence of pro-
gress, passing all exainations, we are not
entitled to retain in our service men who
merely' want to hang on for 25 years doing
their work indifferently. I do not care
what happened in the past in respect of
other Comnmissioners or other officers, when
we a4ctually discover that a man is hanging
on to his position in the railway service,
merely sitting there to qualify for an old
age pension, we must pass him out.

Mr. Mfann: Why was he not charged with
being incapable and passed out on that
score?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He was
charged.

Mr. Hughes: He was not charged. If he
was, why did you not give him a chance to
answer the charnel

The MINSTER FOR MINES : In my
opinion the best course was adopted, even
from Connolly's own point of view, except
of course that he wanted a pension.
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Mr. Hughes: He was entitled to it under
the Act.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He was
not entitled to it. If be could not obtain
from anybody in a responsible position a
certificate of diligence, he was not entitled
to a pension. In 1916, after a number of
complaints in the department had been
made against him, he was reduced in status.
He appealed to the appeal board, upon
which sits a representative of the union.
That appeal board dismissed his appeal,
which is evidence that there was ground
for the charge brought against him. I want
to tell the member for East Perth (Mr.
Hughes) that tbere are hundreds of men
for whom he has been fighting in the labour
ranks, who have been tipped out with less
consideration than Connolly got, who did
not get a year's salary in lieu of notice of
dismissal, and about whom nothing has
been heard, flat we have reached that
stage in administration when anybody
aggrieved in the Public Service can get
plenty of men to take his case to Parlia-
ment while more deserving men in the
mining industry and other private employ-
ment can get no champion. The State does
not exist for the purpose of benefiting
public servants alone. I say that Connolly
obtained absolute justice, having regard to
the services he rendered to the State.

Mr. Underwood : No, he did not get
justice. He got mercy. He was treated
very mercifully.

The MINISTER FOR MINTS: I regret
that the case was ever mentioned in Parlia-
ment. Members have asked that I should
hold an inquiry. I am not going to do it.
If nmembers imagine they can get me to act
as a court of appeal to deal with every
grievance held by railway men, they are
coming to the wrong man.

Mr. Hughes: Is there not a big principle
involved?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The prin-
ciple involved is this: The Commissioner
went into Connolly's ease and declared that
he could not give the necessary certificate;
hut hie said 'I1 have approved of his re-
ceiving 12 mouths salary.''

Air. Underwood: That is where the mercy
comies in.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The union
took up the case and saw the Conunissioner.
Trhe Commissioner, desiring to be fair to
Connolly, said he was not against Con-
nolly's case being reviewed by the Public
Service Appeal Board. The matter was
submitted to the pensions board, consisting
of the Solicitor General, the Under Secre-
tary for Law and the Public Service Corn-
missioner. The Solicitor General was
definite in saying that Connolly Could re-
ceive a pension only under Section 6. Under
Section 6 it was necessary that Connolly
should have a certificate, as; set out in Sec-
tion 7. The Solicitor General said that in
view of the opinions expressed on the file
by officers under whom Connolly had been

working, he did not see that it was possible
for such a certificate to be given.

Mr. Hughes: He did not hear what the
Commissioner for Railways said.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: And again
the Commissioner said, ''Let him go to the
appeal board.''

Mr. Hughes: He knew that Connolly could
not go there.

The MINISTER FOR NUNES: All I can
say is that if Parliament is going to waste
its time in considering no better case than
can be presented for Connolly, we shall
waste a lot of time and a lot of the tax.
payers' money. I say that Connolly received
fair treatment at the bands of the Come-
missioner. He was given 12 months salary.

Mr. Underwood: It was a shame to give
it to him.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He ips
Dot much to complain about.

Mr. Hughes: It was a gross repudiation
of a contract.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Nothing
of the sort. Having dealt with one or two
eases of neglect or unfair treatment of
members of the railway service, may I
come to the paramount question before us,
namely the policy controlling the operations
of our railway system? We have reneel-
a stage in our railway history when
for the moment we are not quite
clear as to what should be the policy
underlying the operations of the system.
On the one hand members on both sides of
the House, particularly on the Cross benches,
are prepared to declare that the policy of
the railways should be that they shall recovor
from the users of the system sufficient to pay
working expenses plus interest on the capital
outlay. On the other hand the sanme mem-
bers are prepared to declare dint in certain
directions our railway system shall be oper-
ated for the purpose of assisting in the de-
velopment of our industries. That sentiment
will be re-echoed by members on all sides of
the House, but it is not practicable. We can-
not have both things. We cannot use our
railway system for the purpose of developing
industries and at the same time Compel the
users to pay the cost of operating and in-
terest charges on the capital outlay, any
more than we can ask the farmer and others
wvho arc using our high roads to pay suffici-
cut by way of tax on vehicles using the
roads, not only to make them but to maim-
taiui them and provide a sinking fund for
their repairs. In the circumstances if we
are to use our railways to assist in the de-
velopment of our industries we ought to de-
Clare to what length we are prepared to go.
We should do this in fairness to the staff
which is operating the system, from the Cone
missiner to the porter. The Commissioner
certainly does not load coal. He has men to
do this. The complaints made by some mnem-
bers opposite are readly made against those
who are providing the labour which is oper-
ating our system. They will blunder just
as the Commnissioaer may blunder, but in the
interests of those who are running the sys-
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tern we ought to say in what direction we
are prepared to use our raways for develop-
meat purposes. Having done that we ought
to say we will permit a certain amount to be
levied against the general taxpayer, or to be
made up by the Treasury to assist in that
direction..

Mr. Willeock: That is what we have said
all along.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: For the
information, particularly of members oc-
cupying the cross benches. I would point
out that we are to-day facing a great
difficulty with regard to water supply
in some of the agricultural districts,
principally between the Murchison and
the Eastern Goldflelds lines, and along the
Wongan Hills line. The Railway Dopart-
meat must from the nearest point available
obtain water either from the golddields
scheme or from any public or railway darn.
They must carry that water w-here it is re-
quired by the settlers who last year had an
insufficient supply. We know that if the
taxpayer were to pay thu ordinary charges.
for their water at the point of supply, plus
the rate of hauling it to the point of de-
livery on the regular basis laid down in our
rate book, we might just as well ask the
settler to leave his holding, come to Perth
and drink the metropolitan water, because he
could not afford to pay for it.

The Minister for Works: And be does not
do so either.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Would
membhers charge . it against the Comi-
missioner at the end of the reair tlint
hie had been at fault because he had
supplied water at less than east? it
would not be a fair. charge to levy against
him. The proper thing to do is to arrange
with the Minister for Water Supply to first
of all supply the water. Then it is our duty
as a 'Railway Department to carry it, and it

-is the duty of the two departments repre-
senting the State to deliver it at a price that
the settler can afford to pay, to remain on
his holding aind produce somietliing from it
next year. The difference between the price
he can pay and the cost to the railway sys-
tein should be made up by the Treasury.
That is, the department should get credit for
it. We ought to do tHat in respect to other
industries. If we did, the general taxpayer
and Parliament would know w-here they
stood, and what is was costing us to subsi-
dise some of our industries. The railway
system, too, would be placed on a basis that
all railway systems should he placed on, to
enable us to understand where we were.

Mr. Willeock: It is not only the cost of the
water, but the railways may be running short
themselves.

The MTINISTER FOR 11E: 'That will
arise in some cases. For the purposes of pro-
viding the immnediate requirements of set-
tlers we have sometimes used water ia our
railway dams, and had to takce water from
a greater distance and at a heavier cost for
locomotive purposes. We are not asking the

Railway Department to be recouped from
the Treasury for that. All we any is that
if we reader these services to the general
comm unity, which are not required in ordin-
ary railway operations, the differeaco be-
tween the price we should be able to demand
from the taxpayer and the cost of providing
the service should be recouped to the De-
partment which renders it, This year the
demand for water has become such that we
have had to make it a general policy of un-
derstanding between the two departments, so
that if applications are made they can be
dealt with expedlitiously, and no difficulty can
arise. f notice that even members on the
other side of the Rouse have different opin-
ions regarding sonie of the recommendations
of the Royal Connaissioner, jest as members
of the government heve. It can be fairly
claimed, therefore, that nothing can be urged
against the Goveranent because we do not
accept in their entirety the recommendations
of Mr. Stead. In many directions the re-

commndatons an probably be put into
effect with good results, and in some eases,
when funds are available and the material
can be obtained more cheaply that at present,
the work can he undertaken with advantage
to the system and the State in general. I
now come to the point raised by the mnemnber-
for North-East Frernantle, namely the elsec-
trification of portion of our railway system
and the effecting df a saving in the process.
I have no hesitation in saying that this is
quite possible. The best evidence that such
is the case is afforded by other railway sys-
trns in the world. NotwithStAndling that
they have passed through a period similar to
that -which we have gone through, and that
most of the systems are held by private com-
panies, they are still prerar-d. to find huge
sums of mioney to change over from steam
to electricity. Even iii South Africa the
Government have spent between four and a
half and five million pounds in changing over
parts of their system fronm steam. to electri-
city, because it is the only method known at
the mioment of economically working the rail-
ways- 'Railway systems throughout the
world are to-day up against the problem of
reducing the cost of carrying commodities
which must reach the world's markets.

Mr. Lambert-. They have wvater power in
South Africa. front the Victoria Falls.

The ILNISTER FOR MITNES: They are
not using that alone. The water power which
%Aould supply electricity from the falls cold
not Le carried economically to the parts of
the syStemo it is proposed to electrify. If this
h: necessary in the ease of other couintries,
wi-crc goods have to be carried over short
distances, it is all the more necessary in West-
ern Australia where our producer9 have to
transport their commodities long distances to
the seaboard and then have to enter into
competition with other countries where the
haulages are over short distances. The com-
petition in the world's market is keen. We
must, theref ore, turn our attention to methods
by whit-h we can place our producers on the
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same footing as those of other countries. Ths
only method I can see of introducing an early
economy in this direction is by electrically
operating our ralil~ay system, 'which would
be of benefit not only to our producers, but
to the State in general. I am speaking at
present of course of only a portion of our
railway system.

Mr. Johnston: Would you operate in that
way outside the suburban area?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.
Mr. Lambert: Radiating from Collie?
The MINISTER FOR M1INES: I have no

hesitation in saying that once we commnence,
the benefits accruing not oniy to the metro-
politan area, but to the country districts,
will be of such an outstanding nature that
we shall not cease to change over until the
whole of our system from Fremantle to Mier-
redin and from Northam to Albany and
throughout the South-West is provided with
electricity. It will not be long before the
northern portion of the State follows suit.

Mr. Clydesdale: Would you keep to the
present gaugel

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. Ia
South Africa they have a Sft. Sin, gauge and
have not changed it. They have performed
a better service with electric power on a
Sft. 6in, gauge than they can on a 4ft. S%in.
or 5ft. Sin, gauge with a steam service.

Mr. Wilson: Where would you generate.
the electricity?

The MIISTER FOR MINES: It would
b4 generated at the place Where it could most
economicall-y be done. Subject to the water con-
densing being satisfactory I believe it should
be produced at the point %ihcre our coal is
produced, so as to dispense with coal haul-
ages. There are other questions than coal to
be considered, and I will not therefore pledge
myself oil that point. The electrification of
the railways would be a benefit not only to
the Treasury but to the asers of our system.
Were this4 applied between Perth, Fremnantle
and Northam it should pay handsomely. Not
only would we pay interest and sinking fund
chairges on the capital outly, but we should,
1 understand, show a profit as against steam
operations. We should also get over one of
the difficulties we shall presently be faced
with. There "'ill be an enormous traffic to
ha carried over the line betWeen Northanm
and Fremnntle. It is becoming so heavy that
it will be very costly to operate the line, and
there will be a demand for duplications. By
electric haling we can carry 100 per cent.
more on the line without any duplication than
we can under steam. That ought to he con-
sidered by public men and those interested
in our future welfare, la the circumstances
I declare that we should profit by the ex-
perience of other countries, which show that
there has not been a single failure in the
electrification of railway systems. We are
making such progress that the time is not
far distant when instead -of having a driver
in our locomotives we shall have him sitting
in anl arm-chadir and conducting the opera-
tions of the locomotive by wireless. The

Minister for Works smiles. To-day sub-
marines are being operated by wireless with-
out a single man being on board. Although
I am not a submarine myself, there are times
When the iaireless is used to direct my course.
To me it appears to be the only way to re-
lieve our people of much of the burden they
have to carry. I believe that in the process
of electrification it w-ill pay the State hand-
somely. With respect to tramnways---

M r. Lanmbert: Now you are coming back
to earth!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Not at
all. We are talking development to-day for
the purpose of populating this State. We
cannot develop our industries unless, side
hy side with the older establisheod coun-
tries, we adopt up-to-date methods. There
are big factories in the Old Country that
are fighting for their existence, factories
which have been held by the present
owner's grandfathers and great grandfathers,
Their sons were able, before the war, to say,
''This was good enough for my great grand-
father; it is good enough for me.'" To-day
they are scrapping everything and introduc-
ing new methods. Some of the big firms have
men doing nothing else but travelling to as-
certain the latest methods. Whea I w-as ii,
England in 1913 1 visited a firm in Cornwall
known, doubtless, to the member for North-
East Fremantle, which firm. was throwing out
machinesivhich we would have thought modern
enough, but which they had discovered were
not, the object being to introduce more econo-
m~ical methods of operating. We must do
exactly the' same thing in this country if we
wish to progress. We mutlst find out what aro
the latest methods in other placep to meet the
difficulties which exist here, otherwise w'e shall
handicap our people. If we can find examples
elsewhere, let us follow them if they are
w'qrthy of beping followed. We, too, should
haive our men travelling to find out everything
that there is to learn, and on being satisfied
that it will be of advantage to us to adopt
those ideas, we should not hesitate to take tho
risk and introduce thenm, so that we might
make substantial progress. Regarding the
tranmways, I will admit that no comparison
call be madle between that system and the
railways. The tramways are essentially a
public convenience to enable the people to
carry on their daily avocations and not to
help to develop any particular industry, prim-
ory or secondary; but I do say that if the
Government desire to ow-n and maintain a
system, the utility of which is recognised in
all civilised communities, to permit people to
move about from point to point, the labourer
to get to his work, and to avoid the establish-
nment of slums in the cities, then we should
face the position and find the necesary funds
with which to carry out extensions that are
demanded. Blut we must satisfy ourselves
that we are going to levy the charges that
will be involved fromi those who are going to
get benefits from the service. To date the
tramways have paid all the charges including
operating costs, ov~rhead charges, interest and
sinking fund, and payments to the local au-
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thorities by way of 3 per cents. for the use
of our public highways-this to the extent ot
£E40,000-leaving £53,000 to be paid into the
Treasury. Then to say that we must not
have extensions is to say something which is
aibsurd. I do not mean that we should strain
nor resources by finding money to make ex-
tensions to every place. We should have a
definite policy of extensions to make up what
we have lost during the period of thle war.
Let the extensions be only four or five miles
a year and they- will not be a burden on thle
community. B ather will they pay us hand-
somiely. With regard to thle electricity supply,
hon. members opposite know quite well that
thle works were not established rot the pur-
pose of a. Treasury benefit, nor from thle
pounds, Shillings and pmet- poiat of view. Theo
works were established because it is a modern
uMethod of supplying power easily and cheaply
to encourage the establishment and operation
of industries. We have not to any extent
Shown a less but we hnve had many difficul-
ties to contend with. We entered into, anl
agreement to establish that central station,
not knowing of course that the war was going
to occur. But we faced the position. To Mlr.
Taylor, thle general mnager, I give due
credit for trying to find out means by which
hie could reduce the cost per unit. Mr. Taylor
has done so. He has found a method by
which we can use natir-a coal and save a con-
siderable sum of money. He hunted the world
for a method by which he could do this and
to-day we have a new unit in that station to-
gether with new boilers fitted with Sand ford-
Riley stoker which have been the mecans
of effecting a saving of no less a sum than
£E950 in our coal bill in one month.

Hon. P. Collier- Is that what you vonlrt
call doing something for Collie?

The 'MINISTER FOR MTINES: I may in-
form thle member for Collie that while we art,
effecting that saring it does not mean that we
shiall be reducing our coal consumption. As
a matter of fact the coal consumption will in-
crease because we shall be able to usrist in
the establishment of industries and use up
more coal for that purpese. The consumption
of current from the station has increased by
leaps and bounds. Thle Leader of the Opposi-
tion, knows that when the matter of the establ-
lishment of the power station was being con-
sidered, Mferz & 'MeLellan advised us that the
station would meet our requirements for 10
or 12 years. That was in 1913. That period
has not yet exrpired, but we have had to in-
crease the plant by about 60 per cent., as
there has been Such a heavy demand for
current. We arc to-day extending benefitq; not
to the person who wants light in his residen-
tial quarters, nor to the shopkeeper in the
eity, but to those districts where dairyina an 1
othier operations are being carried on. Y "-as
only recently assured by one man running a
dairy and orchard tha in a short period
he effected a Saving of £15 a moonth
by pumping with the aid of current supplied
by the power house. We are extending opera-
tionsi wherev-er we possibly can and the modern
system of operating industries must be in-

troduceed, otherwise those who are carrying on
those industries cannot be expected to com-
pete in the world's markets against those who
are more favourably' situated in other parts
of the world. I extend my appreciation to
mnembers for the manner in which they have
discussed the Railway Estimates. I antici-
ipated that, in view of the happenings of the
last 12 months, the criticism would have been
fairly se;-ere, but I can tell hen. members
honestly that dluring the past year, from the
Uoniniisisioner to the porter who has recently
been taken on, there has been tile keenest de-
sire to adopt every possible method to reduce
the eo~t of our railway operations. I know
of no railway and staff anywhere in Austra-
lia that is as loyal to thle general community
in the services they render than the staff of
the Western Australian railways from the
porter to the Commissiner.

Item-Secretar y for Mailwayr,:
'Mr. WILSONX: Has the -Minister any in-

form~at ion to supply with regard to the case of
MrNIs. Grove'r of itunbury?

Thle 'MINISTER FOR 'MINES: Mrs.
Graver was;t employed as a caretaker ait the
Daunbury barracks.' She is a war widow with
two children and recently, when a reorganisa-
tion was takhing place, it was necessary to
find a position for an incapacitated returned
soldier and he was appointed in her place.
I amn prepared to discuss this matter with the
Commnissioner and see whether we can do
something to assist this war widow.

Mr. WILSON:- Tt does seen exti-aerdinary
that a war widow with two childiren shouldl
he reinoved from a position in order to place a
returned soldier in it. T do not think the
diggers would Stand for that. This woman
has a sninli pension and she is trying to make
a tare living for herself and her children.
She bought a hoine in Bunbury onl the time-
payment system and at a minullte's notice she
was dischiarged fronm her employment. if re-
tienehmcnt is necessary, a war widow should
not he Singled out in the first place.

The 'MINISTER FOR MTINES: The ban.
niiber, inadvertently Y think, has not put

the position quite fairly. While it is true
this womanl is a widow with two children, the
wuau who replacedt her is a partially disabled
returned soldier with a wife and two children
dependent upon him. He was previously em-
ployed at the powellising plant. The ques-
tion is whether a man already employed in the
servie-

Mr. Willeeck: He had lost his position pre-
viously.

The fr.NISTFR FOR MINES: He took
tile other job and tried to carry it out, but
Is health would not permit him to continue.
Therefore, we gave him this position and the
woiami was retired. We shall endeavour to
re-enlgage her or find another position for the
mnan.

'Mr. WILSON: The Minister might have
mentioned that the inespacitated soldier re-
ceives a pension.
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The Minister for 31ines: So does the war
widow.

MJr. WILSON: And so does the wan's
wife and children. The woman is suffering
because she has been put out of the job.

The Minister for Mines: He would have
been suffering it he bad not been given it, so
where is the difference?

Mr. WILSON: Hle was given the woman's
job. I hope a situation will be found for this
woman.

Mr. MONEY: As to excursion fares, trat'
idlers over distances exceeding 250 miles have
been very niuch favoured. This may be ac-
ideutal, and may not be due to the fact that

the Minister is the mnember for Albany. On
page 1 of the pamphlet No. 14, Albany ap-
pears at the head of the list.

lyon. r. CJollier: That is its alphabetical
order.

Mr. TMO-NEY: I wnuld not object if the al-
lihahetical order were continued, but the next
place is Decnmark. If it is desired to give
cheap excursion fares, equal inducements
should he offered to the South-West as to the
Great Southern and similarly east and west
as well as north and south. I have not seen
any special provision for travellers from Nor-
rogia to its natural port of Bunbury. The
people of Lake Grace and Newdegate require
a holiday equally with those in the metropoli-
tank area, who arc within a stone 's throw of
the sea and merely desire to visit another
portion of the coast. If people can be carried
from Perth to Albany at the single fare plus
one-tihird, we shoudd be alble to carry them
from 'Perth to Bunk ury it the sing]4e ratte an
a third.

The Minister for Works: And there is
plenty of room in the trains, too.

Mr. MONEY: Yes. There are thousandi
of people who desire to make an "excursion to
the roast, but are unatle to do so owing to the
l'rcst-nt exces.-ive rates. It would he good.
service to the people and the railways to
grant an excursion return at the single fare.
Only people who are well off are able to go
to Albany. It is the resort of tihe rich.

The Minister for Mines: We can hardly
meet the demand on that line.

Mr. Teesdale: And the department give re-
bates.

Mr. MONEY: Yea, to those who could
afford to pay full rates. If a rectification is
not promised, I intend to move a motion that
there be no differentiation between the sea-
ports.

Mr. JOHNSTON: A through train from
Narrogin to Buobury is urgently needed dur-
ing the summer months. The expense of trav-
elling from Narrogin to flunhury is accen-
tuated by the fact that the trains stop at
Collie aud it is impossible to continue the
journey on the same night. The service is
very inconvenient. It is ridiculous that there
should be such delay at Collie.

Mr. LUTEY: The service on the Brown
Hill loop line is unsatisfactory owing to the
insufflieeney of trains. Will the Minister
state whether the motor trains nsed in the

country 'are proving sat~sactory and whetbs?
the Government intend to provide oae f or
the Brown Hill loop line? I understand that
trailers have been devised, and by means of
these the department's diffeulties could be
overcome and a half-hourly service given.
With the coming prosperity of the Golden
Mile, coining in the near future, there will
be an influx of population; and .1 hope that
this time the Government will Dot wait until
the bird has flown. The present train service
hardly admits of improved returns.

Mr. PICKERTNG: I wish to impress
Busselton's claims in this connection on the
Minister. Busselton is ain excellent holiday
resort for families. Al] our seaside resorts
should he placed on an equal basis as regards
this concession.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As nmem-
ber for Murray-Wellington I wish to say, oak
this excursion question, that when I was
Commissioner of Railwiis about 20 years
ago I tried an experiment whtch proved
highly successful. That experiment embraced
Albany, Bunbury, and Busselton, but not
Mandurah, bca;use there *as no railway to
that place. It would be an excellent oppor-
tuinity to give our peuple a chance of getting
a cheap holiday it the Railway Department
saw their way to revert to that programme.
At that time we took people from Kalgoorlie
to Albany and back, 1,400 miles, for 50s.
first-class and 40B. seconcl-el-2ss; frojin Perth
to Albany and back for 30s. first-class and
20s. send-class; and the exeursien fanes to
l3uubnury -were uls, first-class and 7s. 6di.
siecond-plass. -Busselton was on about the
same level as regards fares. The climate of
this country is trying, and people require a
change; and it would pay the State, even at
some financial loss, to afford its citizens a
chance of moving temporarily from one part
to another. At the time of that experiment
in cheap fares ire ware discussing the ad-
visableness of abolishing the daily service to
Albany, which daily service was necessary in
order to keep the postal subsidy. Tnstesd
of cutting out~the daily trainI I decided to
try the cheap fares, with the result that we
P.arried about 10,000 passengers to Albany.
However, the residents of the seaside re-
qorts should snot take every penny out of the
pockets of the excursionists, but should pro-
vide cheap hoard. Then there would be a
tremendous seaside traffic. It is not for me
to dictate to the Commissioner of Railways,
his policy: bot Western Australia will never
be settled until by means of cheap tares we
induce the -people to travel about the country
and see it. If the cheap fares induce only
another hundred new settlers, they Rlill be
justified.

Hon. W, C. ANOWIN: I wish to men-
tion that there is another town in Wcsti'rn
Australia almost as important as Dunbury.
F refer to remantle, which has one of the
best beaches in Western Anstralia, esp~cially
for children. The Minister for Works. usi
relating the eyperisnent be mnade as Com-
missioner of Railways, mentioned every
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port except Fremantle. Country people like
to come to the city for a change. Those w~lc
have lived for months in the quietness of the
bush want a little excitement, and it is not
a great change for them to go to Bunhary,
flusselton, or Albany; but the city does
represent a great change to them. Therefore
I hope Perth and Fremantle will not be
overlooked in the matter of cheap excursions.

Mr. &. THOMSON: Although I have not
the honour of representing a seaport, I still
want to draw the attention of the Minister
for Railways to a curious anomaly. There
are excursion rates from Perth to Albany,
and these rates are available to a passenger
jcining Saturday's train up to about Wagin.
The train leaves Xatanning at 2.30 or S
a.m. Sunday, and a, passenger booking from
that station is not regarded by th~b Railway
Department asl entitled to the excursion rate.
That is hardly fair.

The Minister for Mines: The train you
refer to is the express.

Mr, A. THOMSON: Yes; but stifl a
passenger booking at Katanning on Sunday
morning should be entitled to travel to
Albany at the excursion rate. Large num-
hers of people send their wives and children
to Albany for a holiday, taking a furnishedl
house or camp for thema, and the husband
likes to spenid a -week end with his
family. He should be permitted to travel
on thiat train. The Railway Department
have said that the train in already over-
crowded. However, seeing that it is practi-
itally all down hill to Albany, it would pay
them to provide accommodation for a few
more passenzers.

The MIUNISTER FOR MINES: I will sub-
mit the representations of hon. members to
the Commissioner of Railways. Of course
I cannot intrude my own ideas in matters
of this sort. If I could, probably I should
provide a cheap excursion train to Bunbury,
,with all the tickets numbered, and give to
the holder of the winning ticket a free trip
to Albany, Bunbury and Buseelton. I was
deeply touched by the pathetic appeal of
the member for ]lunbury, and I was well
nigh heartbroken at the sympathetic story
of the Jdinister for Works concerning the
pitiful position of the women and children
of the metropolitan area with never a tram-
way or railway to convey them to river or
ocean beaches. Hut we must draw the line
somewhere. To grant an excursion rate from
Wagin. to Albany is a ridiculous proposal.
The excursion rates are for those who have
great distances to travel. I do not think
any other commnunity on earth trav-els about
.so freely as doa the people of Australia. The
-statement of the Minister for Works that
our climate is so trying that people have to
move about, must be taken with a little
grain of salt. I know in this State people
80 years of age and upwards who have
never seen the sea coast, have virtually
never been away from their own district,
yet enjoy most excellent health.' Admittedly
the climate of Western Australia is one of
the finest in the world. It is true that one

requires to get away occasionally from his
daily routine. it is not a question of
persuading people to go to Buabury or
Busselton or Albany; it is rather one of
getting them away f roma a humdrum life
day in and day out. It matters not at all
which place they may go to, whether Bun-
bury or Busselton or Albany, so long as
they go somewhere. I had not the remotest
idea of the handbill quoted by the member
for Bunbury until the hen, member pro-
duced it.

Hon. P. Collier:. It does credit to the
discretion of your Commissioner.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mem-
her for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. Johnston)
talks of running a through train from
Karrogin to Bunbury. It is in the hon.
member's own keeping. If he can provide
thle traffic for week-end excursions, certainly
we will run the trains, but we cannot run
through trains to suit the convenience of
a couple or three persons ready to travel
once a month or once a year. It is en-
tirely a question of what traffic is available.
The one thing I am disappointed about
is that the member for Collie has eot seen
the wisdo~m of drawing attention to Augusta.
and, in view of the growing popularity of
that plaee-, venturing the lpredit-tion that
ere long it will have driven Buabury, Bussel-
ton mid Albany off the map.

M1r, MONEY: I am not surprised that
the Minister should be prepared to disown
this handbill. I agree with the Leader of
the Opposition that it does credit to the
(lcpartinel oficers and their active con-
sideration. for the member for Albany.

Hon. P. Collier: They are very tactful.
.Mr. MON-EY: This is a question, not of

Albany, Busselton or Runbury, but one of
principle, the principle that there should ho
]1o differentiation whatever in the granting
of excursion fares as between one seasidle
place and another. Now that the Minister
is aware of this handbill, doubtless hie will
suggest to the Commissioner of Railways
that those seaports should be placed on an
equal footing. The 'Minister suggested that
Augusta. would drive Biubury off the map.
Following upon my admiration of the man-
ner in which the Mfinister introduced these
Estimates, there has come to ma a feeling
of keen diocppointmcnt at the frivolous
manner in which he has dealt with this
question of railway excursions. Despite all
the talk about our healthy climate, I say
again it is necessary that women and children
should have a change once a year.

Capt. Carter: Why, they come over here
from every State in Australia, and they all
agree that ours is the best climate in the
Com monwealth I

'Mr. MONEY: Given a change of air every
year it is the best clim ate in Australia, but
without that change the health of our women
and children cannot continue.

Mrs. Cowan: I support you in that.
Mr. MONEY: I bope this handbill will be

rectified and that the minister will inform
his departmental officers that it is not necca-
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eery to give Albany such prominence on every
handbill issued by the department.

Air. LUTEY: I regret that the Minister
should have been so carried away by the
enconiums passed upon Bunhaury, Busselton
and Albany as to forget to reply to the ques-
tion I brought forward. Despite the great
allurements of our sea-ports, I still consider
that my electorate is the most important inl
Western Australia. I should like from the
Minister a reply to my question regarding
motor coaches for the Birown Hill loop line.

The MINISTER FOR 'MINES: I apolo-
gise to the hon. member for having been,
carried away by the pathetic appeals of the
member for Butibury and so overlooked the
more important point involving the daily
carriage of people to and from their work.
I agree entirely that if we could place a
motor cach] on the Brown Hill loop line it.
ivenid not only give improved facilities hr
those using the line, but economically also
would present advantages. The hon. member
knows that we obtained only three, which are
noWx on their trial. If we could transfer ofle
of these to thle Brown Bill loop line I should
he only too pleased to dto so. If we cannot
do that we will consider the question of ob,-
tamning an additional number of petrol-driven
ears when we are quite satisfied with themn,
all appcals will be the ease.

Mr. MARSHALL: I insinuated by inter
jeetion that the officer who gave the Minister
the information he offered to bon. niemnbcts
to-night was an impostor. The statenment of
tile Minister implied that stock trains tra-
velling froma Meeleathacrro to Midlandl Jimn
dion beat the erpressi trinii by half an honir
He says that these anomalies do not oft'-,
occur. Some time aEo I joinedI him ird the
Minister for Agricultire at Mullewa station.
There were eight bogie trucks of cattle at-
tached to the train, but owing to the weight
of the train half the stock was left at Mful-
lewa for 121% hours. The producers on the
Mfurehison have hadl ninny causes for coim-
plaint. For a departmental officer to say
that a stock train will travel to Midland
Junction half an hour qunicker than the pas-
seniger train is a lie. The scheduled time
for the express from Meecatharra. to Perth
is 34 hours less one minute. The Minister,
however, said that stock trains did the jour-
ney in 33y, hours. That is incorrect. The
time occupied is between 54 and 60 hours.
I resent such a statement being made by any
departmental officer, and defy him to prove
its correctness. On one occasion a mining
plant at Cue was huing up for three weeks
because a quantity of cyanidle was delayed
by the railways for that period. The man-
ager of the mine telegraphed to an official at
Gernldton to find out where it was, but it
took that official three clays to obtain the in-
formation.

The Minister for MAines: The mine must
have had a very short supply on hand.

Mr. MARSHALL: Owing to the action of
the Commonwealth Government and other
exploiters, our mining industry has suif-

fered greatly in the past and mine
managers do not keep great"r stocks than is
necessairy in order to prevent over-eapitalisa-
tion. They certainly do not expect the Rail-
way Department to hang up supplies for a
period of three weeks. The commercial comn-
miunity of Meekatliarra have offered to load
one or two trucks, provided these tnucks are
sent through direct, but this request has been
refused by the Railway Department. The
department say the trucks must break their
journey at Northam before they can proceed.
Many large orders are sent down by the pan-
toralists, but the railways frequently deliver
only a portion of these orders, several days
or weeks elapsing before the rest of the goods
ar-ivc. It is a eustonm of the pastoralist to
arrange with seine teamster to receive the
goods on arrival and cart them out to the
station. It often happens that the pastoral-
ist is notified of the despatch of the goods,
and arranges with a teamster to meet them.
When the trucks arrive they are often half-
callj ty and only- half the goods are there.
The teamister hais, thteref ore, to wait until the
department rend along the balance of the
goods. This nmeans that he has to be paid
by the paistoralist whilst awaiting the plea-
sure of the department. The railway offieials
have at times endeavoured to charge storage
on the section of goods that arrive first.
This matter was brought under the notice of
the Commissioner when he visited the district,
so that hie cannot say he is not aware of it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
dispute the statement of the hon. ,n.-ttler,
Hit I do not think any officer of the depart-
meat would enideavour deliberately to mis-
lead me or the House.

Mr. Marshall: Dou you say that stock
trains do the journey miore quickly than the
express trains,"

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
given the information as it was given to me.
Surely no officer of the department would he
so foolish as to willingly mislead bon. mee-
hers, If we have been misled it must be due
to inadvertence.

Mr. Marshall: Ts the scheduled time for
stock trains shorter than for passenger
trains?'

The MIHNISTER FOR MINES: I do not
know. The s':eeial stock trains are scheduled
to run through from Mfeehactharra to Midland
.Junction in the time I have stated.

Mr. 'Marshall: That is a deliberate lie on
the paqrt of sonic officer.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If it turns
out not to be so, I will express my regret to
the bon. member. I will ask the Commissioner
again if such is the ease. If it is not, I will
make a correct statement to the House.

Item-Chief Mechanical Engineer, £1,000:
Mr. WILLCOCK: For some 20 years there

has been in the department an officer called
an assistant coal inspector. This position has
invariably been given to a am who has had
lormomotive experience, and who knows the
difference between soft and hard coals and the
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'varieties of coals which make for the proper
working of our railways. Several months ago
the man who occupied this position was trans-
ferred to the ordinary running branch of the
department and applications were called for
the vacancy. The conditions required of ap-
plicants were set forth in the advertisement,
but notwithstanding this a man was appointed
who, I understand, did not possess the neces-
sary qualifications. This has given general
dissatisfaction to those working in this branch
of the service.

Mr. Wilson: Who is he?
Mr. WILLOOCK: A man named Morris. I

believe he has no locomotive running el-'
perienee.

The Minister for Mines: Where was he en-
gaged?

Mr. WILCOCK: In Collie. When the coal
conies out of the pits it is placed on trucks,
and it is the duty of this officer to inspect it
and pass it or condemn it as his judgment
dictates. This is causing grave dissatisfac-
tion amongst those who wvere competent to fill
the position.

The Minister for Mines: So grave that I
hove not heard of it,

Mr. WflILCOCK:. The Minister should
enuse an inquiry to he made as to why this
man was appointed, and secure a reasonable
explanation. The Coinmisioner simply stated
that the man had been appointed and there
he must remain. He added, " As far as I.
know the man may have had some locomotive
experience in France" It would have been
better had ha said nothing.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have not
heard] of the case until now. I shall ask the.
ommissionmer I or an. cxplanation.

Item, Ways andI Works, Chief Engineer,
£:938:

Mr. MIINSIE: What I believe to he an
injustice has been (lone to a line repairer
named Hollanid. This masi had been iii the
service of the department for a considerable
mnumber of year;, and was dismissed for being
physically unfit to carry out his duties. Ho
eudenvoured to appeal against his dismissal
and the reply received was that he was not
,Latitled to appeal, as hie had been 'dismissed
for being physically unfit and there was no
charge against him. He contended that he
was physically fit. It took two or three
months of negotiating between the Minister,
the Commissioner and the union before any
satisfaction could be obtained. Eventually, on
the union agreeing to pay the whole 'of the
costs if the decision went against them, the
Commissioner agreed to the appointment of
an independent hoard to inquire into the ease.
The board consisted of Mr. McGuigan, an in-
spector representing the Commissioner, and
Mr. 1. 3, Elliott representing thme union. They
conferred at Northam on the 23rd September
and agreed upon Mr. R. Johnston, assistant
works manager of the loee, workshops, Mid-
land Junction, as chairman. Prior to the
Commissioner agreeing to the appointment
of the board, he hinted through Mr. Hussey

that Holland had never attemptedl to get a
medical examination. Holland immediately
went to Dr. C. Joyce, Pinjarra, who said he
was fit to Carry out his work. Thes department
were not satisfied and appointed Dr. G. W.
Barker who gave Holland a better certificate
than Dr. Joyce. Dr. Joyce stated-

I hereby certify that I have this day (2nd
September, 1922) examined Mr. John Hol-
land and that he is in good health and
physically fit to perform a fettler 's work.

Dr. Darker's certificate read-
I beg to report that I have this day

(2 2nd September, 1922) examined Mr. ..
Holland as requested by you. I find from
my examination, which shows that his or-
gaits including heart, lungs and kidn2ys
are in good order, that he is in my opinion
physically fit as far as I can see to carry
out the duties of a repairer in one of the
permanent way gangs on the railways. Of
course I could net pat him through heavy
work, hut after doing some rapid exercises,
his heart behaved quite normally and his
blood piriessure is no higher than one would
expect in one of his age and occupation.
It was suggested to mie that be suffered
1w-ort rheumatism, which had incapacitated
him, hut at present there are no signs, al-
though he acknowledges that he does get
occasgional attacks of rheumatismn, but that
ho has not lest any time on this account.

The beard met at Pinjarra on the 29th and
30th September and 10 witnesses were called,
six by the union and four by the department.
TIhc board- made a unanimous report as fel-
lows:-

The board fled that es-line repairer J.
Holland wss wrongfully dismissed from the
service of the Railway Department on the
.30/3/22 on the following grounds:-1, In
so much as tIhe Plea Of Physical Unfitness
upon which his dismissal was founded was
not supported by sufficient evidence. 2,
Rule 11 of special instructions, which states
a man must he warned by the inspector in
writing, was not Complied with, 3, The
subsequent miedical examination of Holland
has proved conclusively that he is physically
fit to carry out the duties of a line repairer.
This hoard is unanimous in the opinion
that, in cases of the physical fitness of a
nin being in question a medical examina-
tion should decide the point. We are also
satisfied that the evidence does not disclose
any suggestion of any underhand tactics
on the part of the officer concerned.

The department had no alternative to rein-
stating Holland and this they did. He is
working at his old job and giving satisfaction.
Seeing that the department wrongfully dis-
missed 1iim, what right bad they to withhold
his money during the period he was off duty?
He was off duty for exactly six months. The
union have done everything possible to get
some satisfaction and have been unsuccessful.
The Minister says it is a matter for
the Commissioner of Railways. It was
suggested to the Commissioner that the
amne beard should inquire as to whether
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Tfofland was entitled to his pay or not, but
the Commissioner point blank refused. Tn
the circumstances, there is no alternative to
bringing the case before Parliament. The
Minister went off pop. over the ease of the
rnan entitled to superannuation, but this
toiler is not entitled to any superannuation.
I am quite prepared to take up the case of
such a man as this, in the same way as that
of a moan entitled to superannuation.

The Minister for Mlines: Your ease stands
out in bold relief after the other one.

Mr- MUNSIE: [ have here a fairly large
file containing the documentary evidence
from beginning to end. I think I have read.
suflicient to prov'e that the man has not had
a fair deal. Regulatioa 11 distinctly lays
down that a mian should be cautioned in
writing. This man received no notification
whatever of that kind; the first notification
lie received was his notice of dismissal.
Against that he endenvoured to appeal in
the ordinary way to the board. However,
as his dismissal was oa the ground of
physical unfitness, it was ruled that he had
nio right of appeal. I have here a copy of a
letter from the Commissioner of Railways
to time secretary of the nnion inviting himi
to come along and see his, the Commnis-
sioner 's file, when, the Commissioner sai,
the secretary would take a different view
of the matter. However, the secretary,
after seeing the file, was more convinced
than ever that the man had been wrong-
fully treated. Another deputation waited
-upon the Commissioner, and, on condition
that the union would hear the whole of the
expense of an inquiry, the inquiry was held,
-with the result that the man was reinstated,
Still, this man is unable to obtain a shilling-
-for the period of 'his wrongful dismissal,
six months. That period seems a long one,
but hardly a day passed during it without
smI endeavouir on his part to obtain redress.

The Minister for Works : Did he do no
,other work during the six months?

M-r. -MUNSTE: No outside work that he
-was paid for. He has a. home of his own,
and probably he dlid some work on that
during the six months. Moreover, he was
conitinually in Perth pressing his ease.
Eventually he did get his grievance righted,
but at a sacrifice of six mouths' pay. I
'hope the Minister will go into the matter
with a view to remedying the, wrong which
the man has undoubtedly suffered.

The MINISTER FOR MIffNES: I admit
there is some ground for the attitude
aidopted by the hon. member, having regard
to the finding of the board. On the other
bhand, I am not so satisfied as the hon.
member is that Holland, up to the time of
his dismissal, had been rendering that kind
of service which hie onght to have rendered
to the department. That was the ground
for dispensing with his services. The board
only found that he was not physically unfit.
Un fort unately, many men who are physi-
cally fit to do a day's work do niot do it.

Mr. -Munisie :If that was so, the man
shoull have been charged with that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Those in
contact with him considered that he was
not rendering full service. The next point
is as to the absence of the written notifica-
tion warning him that he was not giving
full service. That was a technical blunder
for which the department had to pay by
reinstating the 'nan. The question of pay-
ment. for the six months is one that should
receive careful conside ration. Personally I
do not think the man should receive sir
months' payment. Perhmaps a compromise
could be arranged, If the evidence is Con-
clusive that he was not rendering to the
department the full service for which hie
was receiving full payment, then I think
he should lose at any rate something for
having placed the department in such a
position.

Mr. MUNSIE: T am glad the Minister
mentioned those points as to the man's
capability and as to whether the man was
carrying out his work properly prior to his
dismissal. If the Minister intends to go
into that matter, I want him to get a copy
of the evidence given before the board of
inquiry, at which there were 10 witnesses.
I admit. that certain reports were received
by the department; I hare them here. But
there are reports both ways. I believe that
the only witness who was asked thme direct
question as to Holland 's work was a casual
ganger in charge of him for sonic tiee.
That casual gauger, being asked whether
Hollund had done his work well, and whether
lie had noticed any man who did not give
general satisfaction, replied that if there was
anyone who had not d]ons his fair share of
the work, it was, in his opinion, thme ganger,
and not Holland; that is to say, the gauger
who, according to the file, had made com-
plaints concerning Holland. The evidence
given before the board was overwhelmingly
in favour of the view that the mnin did his
work during the whole of the tiie prior to
his dismissal. There was a suggestion of
some underhand work, of an endeavrour to get
Holland out and someone else in; hut the
hoard found there was nothing in that sug-
gestion.

Mr. HUGHES: I would like to ask the
Minister whether it is not possible to erect
at the Wellington -street entrance to the Perth
railway station, in thei ame way as at the
Reaufort-street entrance, three dials showing
the times at which the next trains will leave
for the principal stations, Fremantle and
Midland Junction. Similar dials are installed
at Fliuders-street station, Melbourne. Not
much expense would be involved, and the
convenience to the travelling public, especially
visitors, would be considerable.

Mr. WILLCOCK: In this branch of the
department considerable retrenchment is now
in progress. A reorganisation is proceeding
in the northern district more particularly,
and a number of mien are going to lose their
employmient. The one principle for which
the unions have always stood in this respect
is that the lest man on shall be the first man
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off. The scheme of retrenchment here in
question, however, results in men of consider-
able experience, and Then against whom, so
far as can be ascertained, there has been n
complaint, being put off. Such a system
lends itself to something that has always been
fought against by the mn and by the
unions, namely the practice of favouritism.
Serious trouble is likely to result. I do not
wish to make any threat, but there cannot
be any reason why at this stage a principle
which has operated in the department for 20
years should be departed from. I know one
man dismissed who has been on the job for
15 or 16 years, giving good and faithful
service. It is easy to indulge in retrench-
ment to such an extent that the service be-
comes unsafe. We had an experience of this
in 1911-12, and I hope it will not be re-
peated, for it is a suicidal policy. At all
events, if there is to be any more retrench-
ment, it should not comprise men with years
of good and faithful service. Also we find
that married men with famitlies have been
sent right out into the bush and there given
notice of dismissal, thus being stranded in
remote localities, the deportment refusing to
take then, and their families back to the centre
whence they camne. If the retrenchment were by
way of punishment for offences there might
be some Justification for this policy, but in
any other circumstances it is quite unwar-
ranted. A man retrenched under a reorginis-
ation scheme should be carried free to the
nearest place where hie is likely to get em-
ployinent.

Tihe MINISTER FOR MINES: Tnescghenme
of retrenchment is guided largely by an
understanding arrived at between the organi-
sations affected and the Conmmissioner.

M~r. Willeock: But that is not being
strictly observed.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: [ think
it is. The unions concerned do not allow
variations to be made in such undcrstandings
without coming to my doorstep. There may
have been some mistake in the information
supplied to the hon. member, for I cannot
believe that there has been any important
-variation in the understanding arrived at.

M r. Willeck; They say they are weeding
out the inefficient.

The MINISTER FOR 'MINES: Well what
would you have? Why should we maintain
the drones who have joined the service merely
with a view to hanging on for an old age
pension, particularly when we have ,many
young promising fellows fellows for whom
adult employment cannot be found? I do
not believe that most of our railways staff
busy themselves going about trying to do
somebody an injury. It is nonsense to sug-
gest that the Commissioner and his officers
are anxious to injure those under their control.
When it is necessary to reduce our staff we
ought to place reliance on those whom we
paoy to carry' responsibility. If good men
of faithful service are retrenched it w-ill not
nteed ventilation in Parliament, for the

unions will snon be on my doorstep. Hlow-
ever, I will have the matter looked into.

Mr. Willeock: What about the refusal to
carry retrenched nien back whence they came?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I cannot
pledge myself on that. The Government do
not exist for the purpose of extending privi-
leges paid for by the general community to
men in the railway service while such privi-
leges are denied to others employed outside
that service.

Mr. Wilicock: But you send a man out
into the bush.

The rnNISTER FOR MINES: If a "'a"
wants to work in a mine at Meekatharra he
has to get himself there, and if the muine stops
work nobody attempts to send him back
whence he came. There are on the Murehison
and in other back blocks men who are car-
rying their swags. They do not ask the
Government for a free pass over the railways.

Mir. Chesson: You run them in if they
jump the rattler.

The -MINISTER FOR MINES: As a
matter of fact we often shut one eye to the
jumping of the rattler. Men in the railway
service are treated very well. 'here is no
outside employment which can compare with
it. It will require careful consideration be-
fore I urge the Commissioner to grant any
further privileges.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Tramways, £208,000-
Mr. LAIMBERT: It is only fair that we

should have some indication as to the future
policy of tl.e Governnment in running the tram-
way system.

The Minister for Mines: Well here it is:
Due regard to the taxpayers' interests and -to
the general convenionce of the travelling
public.

Mr. LAMBERT: That light and airy way
of dismissing an important departure from
established policy will not satisfy hon. niem-
hers.

Cai't, Carter: That'is one of the 'Minister's
epigrams.

Mir. LAMBEFRT: Some months ago a Royal
Commission wap npaninted to inquire into an]I
onak- recominenditions concerning tramway

extensions. I have never heard whether these
r-ecommnendations have been considered or any
ule-ision ha, been arrived at.

Tlit Miniqtpr for 'Mine,: There is nothing
in the report dealing writh the operations of
trnntwns already constructed.

lion. WV. C. Antgwin: This van he dealt
v., itli in der time Loin Estimates.

Mr. LaAMBERT: The Miui-4ar might have
given some inidication as to whether the Goy-
ernivent intended to continue nnaginj and
contirolling the tramway .system uinder the
Hailwa 'v De,,artment, or whether they- in-
tended to create a separate body to control
the tranis in the metropolitan area.

lion. W,' C. Anrwinm: There iq nothing in
the report dealing with that.

Mr. LAMBERT: If the Government hare
dec-ided how the tramway system shall l:eceon-
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trolled the Minister should make an
Announcement on the subject. The Minister
has spoken in a general way regarding the
railway system, but so far he has said
nothing about the tramnway system.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:. We have
4irensscd the matter, but have not come to
any definite conclusion onl the question of the
future control of the tramaway system and
other essential psro'liali activities of the Goy-
ernument. kSo long as there is a definite and
sufficient public control of our utilities,'such as there is inl the ease of our
tramLway system, and a system that will
protect all interests concerned, there is
no difference between such control anti
that of Government control. I am not vecry
keen, as a trustee of the public interests
in this matter, about handing over with-
out question and without careful coasidera.
tion our very payable tramway system. It is
not a b~urden upon the conmmunity, bit is
adding, if slightly, to our revenue. There are
other questions which must be considered.
The City is divided into a number of local
authorities baring varying intere-ts. It would
hie a simple matter to hare such a state of
conflict between them ats wiould not be iu the
Interests of the tramway system of the State.
I am not one who believes we ought to hand
over to local boards our paying propositions4
while retaining those which; are losing pro-
positions. This would be asking the general
community to carry the parochial utilities
which are losing money while the general
,community unloads those utilities which are
paying their way. We cannot hand over that
which is profitable white retaining that which
is unprofitable. In any event our utilities
could not be handed over in a piecemeal
fashion. Furthermore, Parliamentary sanc-
tion would be required before anything like
this Could be dlone with our tramway system.

Capt. CARTER: floes not the -Minister
think the time is ripe, in view of the financial
position of the Tramway Department, for
effecting an alteration in time fares
charged to the travelling public? A few
months ago the Minister made forcible refer-
esees to the fact that the Perth tramway sys-
temn was essentially a chargze upon the peo-
ple of Perth. He made it clear that the peo-
pie were enjoying and paying for thme benme-
fits they received. If the people are paying
to such an extent as to create a surplus of re-
venue over expenditure they should receive
the benefit of the difference between the ex-
penditure and the revenue.

Hon. W. (. Aagwin: Row would you
,divide up £3,000?

Capt. CARTER: Most memnbers will agree
that whilst there ought to be no loss
made by thvlie department, a reduction in fares
Would probably lend to a further profit. Many
people hare ;-id the same thing. A reduc-
tion in fares would in all probability lead to
a considerable increase in revenue. 'More eon-
rideration should1 be given to the travelling
puhlic on Sundays amid holidays. I admit that
the balance in favour of the tramways is not
yet a great one.

Mr. Hughes; There is also a reduction of
6d. a day in the wages. That, too, will make
a difference in the earnings of the depart-
wnent.

The MINISTER FOR MiNES: The ques-
tiolL of tramway fares will be adjusted from
time to time. Just as we bad to adjust them.
when there was a loss, so shall we have to ad-
just theuc when the profit warrants it. We
cannot call a profit of i1,000 in five months
operationis, a safe enough margin to enable uis
to revise our fares. W~hen the timne comes
for a revision in that direction consideration
will be given to it.

'Mr. 11ugles: How much a month will you
rsave by the reduction in wages?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I cannot
tell the hon. member.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Can the Minister give
us any information in regard to the wonder-
ful invention relating to the numbers on
the tram;, and regarding the restoration of
the destination beards. The present system
is irritating, and a stupid and idiotic one.

The MINISTER1 FOB MINES: I regret
that the Leader of the Opposition should rc-
fer to the action of the manager of the tram-
ways in removing time destination signsq front
the trains aS idiotic. This was doLie whenl thu
trains were losing heavily. It n-as costin'
£500 a yvear for the material to maintain these
signs-. The public would not take the troubl-i
to keep a destination card in their pockets.
It was desired to reduce the cost of operat-
ing thle traims. In order to maintain these
dlestinlation signs it was aecessary to obtain
qlummtitics of canivas,

Hon. P. Collier: You lnst more than £.500
a yegir in the delays that occurred through
conductors advising people to get on or off
the trains.

The MTINUSTEU FOR M.%INES:. No'at a t
nill. It has been definitely decided that the
destinatioum shall hie shownt Ott the cars. We
cannot use a. definite lnmber of train on de-
finite routes as cull be done in some of the
other States. ft is not desirable that we
should dIo Fri. Our truffle varies so much that
'we must make our tramns available at different
times andi along different routes, and change
them over to other rouites when ronired. Our
tramns nuist, therefore, carry movable destina-
tion signp. We have introdulced a1 cheaper
system tbso the old one, and have accepted
tenders for the suppl *y of the necessary ma-
terial. As that conies forward, we shall Tiro-
vide time ears with destination signs as before.

Vote put and Passed.
Vote, State Batteries, £0)3,9)94:
MNr. LUTEY: I congratulate the depnrt-

meat iupon the erection of a State battery
ait St. Ives. This field -should prove of great
benefit to the State. The department has
bad had luck over this battery, particularly
in respect to n-ater supplies. It was tbought
that sufficient water would be obtained
from the shaft that was sunk uinder the
lake, but there is so great a draw upon the
inpplY that the battery has not sufficient
for its own purposes. T hope the Govern-
ment will either drive further and widen
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the crosscut in order to increase the storage
accommodation, or will find other means of
ensuring adequate supplies of water. With
regard to the Victory end of the lake I have
gone further into the matter, and have
ascertained that during one of the heaviest
thunderstorms Ehat ever visited the dis-
trict the water, owing to defective drain-
age, did not run into the dam.

The Minister for Works: Have I not ex-
plained that before?

Mi!r. LIJTEY: The Minister said I was
mistaken in what I have said, but I find
I was not mistaken. The department sent
up plans for the making of drains so that
the water could run into the dlam. It was
evident that it was left in a bad state, for
the engineers asked the residents to form
a busy bee and carry out the plan.

The Minister for Works: The rain just
missed that particular dam. That is what
I was informed.

Mir. LUTEY: Two of the most reliable nn
in the country, Tommy and Jimmy Nicholls,
have told me that they were nearly upr to
their knees in water during that thunder-
storm trying to turn the flow into the dam.
The Minister remarked the other day that
I was wrong. The fact remains that after
the heaviest thunderstorm experienced there
for a long tinme, the water did not run into
the dam. Proof of that is to be found in
the department's communication to the
people. Plans were sent uip for further
drains, together wth a request for the
organisation of a busy bee to carry out the
work. My impression is, that thre offcers
of the department must be misleading the

iiitrwhens they say the darn was left
in a condition to catch the water.

'the Minister for Works: They would be
very foolish ta do that. If what you say is
correct, and it is not in accordance with
what they say, they will hear about it.

Mr. LUTEY: I cannot understand why
they should have sent up plans and asked
for a busy bee to construct the new drains.
I feel sure the -Minister has been mis-
informed as to the trite state of affairs, but
I am satisfied he will see that thre defect is
remedied. A dam full of water in that
district is very v'aluable indeed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will
look into this matter to-morrow and aseer-
lain whether the information given to me
is --orreet. The statement made to mue was
that the Victory data is nine miles from
S~t Ives. When the storm occurred the
water took a defined course and missed the
Victory danm.

Mr. Lutey: You are misinformed.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am in-

formed that a yeir or two ago the reverse
Was the case. A drain was built which
partially filled the Victory dam and left the
other dams empty. The statement is either
true or untrue. There must be some ex-
planation and that explanation I shall
obtain. If the officers have wilfully misled
me, I shall take good care to see that the
Public Service Commissioner deals with
them. I shall not tolerate coming here to

answer a legitimate inquiry and being give[
information which is false. If the informs.
tion is false, the officers will pay for it, hal
before admitting that it is false, I reusi
inquire into it.

Air. MARSHALL: The department it
fortunate in having Mr. Howe in charge 01
the State batteries. In fact, the stall
throughout is competent and the adininistra
tion is practically faultless. To the efforts ol
the staff is due to the smhall loss on the batteriej
this year. Considering the amount of gok
produced through the instrumentality of tb(
State batteries, the loss of less than £6,00(
is small. I understand the Minister doer
tnt p~ropose to alter the policy of the lazi
few years in regard to the leasing of Stat(
batteries. He has also declared that hec
will not shift a battery from one field it
an(othler. I understand lie still holds those
views, which I consider agree with tht
views of members representing. goldmaininj
districts.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Cave House, including eaves of thE

South-West, etc., £12,609:
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The ex.

peuditure for 1922-23 is down as £172 less
than the actual expenditure for last year.
During the past year approximately 5,OOC
people were accommodated at the Cave
House. Recently the place has beer
renovated internally and externally.

Mr. Ltitey: It was needed.
The COL;ONIAL SECRETARY: Yes, and

the improvemnent is marked. The institution
is flow under new nmanagemenit. Mr. and
Mrs. Alexander, formerly of the Bruce Rock
hotel. are now in charge, and without east.
ing any reflection on previous managers,
who were undoubtedly very good, I must
say that the present mianager and manager.
cat arc doing remarkably good work. 'The
general arrangements are beyond criticism,
andl good reports are coming to hand regard.
lag the conduct of the Cave House. We
have in view the provision of additional
necomniodation-a dining room and bed.
rooms.

lion. W. C. Angwin: That hraq been in
view for two years.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I believe
the work will now he done. Plans have
been prepared, and an amount of £12,200
will, I believe, be provided for this
purpose, In order to encourage visiting
motorists , a small aniouni has been provided
for giving another access to the ocean.
This should have a very good effect.
Last year was the first occasion when the
operations of the Cave House covered
both interest and depreciation. For the
previous two years the profits met the full
interest charges, hut were not sufficient
to rover depreciation. This year- not only
have interest and depreciation been met, but
there remains a surplus profit of £746. With
the added accommodation, the eaves are corn-
inig into their own, and the Cave House will
receive the patronage it undoubtedly deserves.
If f may he permitted to refer to an assc-.
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lated department, 1 would say that the Tourist
Bureau is doing splendid work in popularis-
ing the Caves House. I hope that work will
continue, and I trust that the people of West-
era Australia will obey the maxim to "See
Western Australia first."

Mr. PICKERING: The long promised ad-
ditions to the Cave House are very necessary.
We have frequently been told that plans and
estimates have been prepared, and I am glad
that the Minister to-night is able to give
tine Committee the definite assurance that the
work is about to be undertaken. The climate of
Yallingup where the Cave House is situated,
is not only a splendid summer climate, but is
equable at nll seasons of the year; and any
advertising of the Cave House should be made
more general in its application, so that, in-
stead of having a crush at one season, the
,establishment should have continual patron-
age. That would make the conduct of the
Gave House much easier. I join with the Min-
ister in congratulating the management upon
the various officers who have had charge of
the establishment. I do not think it is neces-
sary to make any comparisons in that re-
spect. During the summer season undoubtedly
there is a great demand on the accommodation
of the Cave House, as was made evident to a
recent Ministerial party which visited the
establishment. Additional dining and bed-
room aceommodatioa is badly needed.

Capt. CARTER: There is a point which I
have promised several citizens to bring before
the House, and that is in regard to the in-
adequate accommodation provided for the sale
of many necessary commodities to tine people
staying at the Cave House. I have never
looked upon that establishment as an hotel;
it is more a house of accommodation. When
I was there at the end of November and the
beginning of December last, it was impossible
for a lady to purchase a bottle of sweets,
or a n to purchase tobacco, unless the
services Of tine Manager were first procured
to open the bar. This was highily inconven-
icnt to the manager himself. At the time
the house was being renovated, and he was
very busy. Yet lie was being continually
called upon to go to the bar to sell a bottle
of sweets or something of the sort. My sug-
gestion to the MI~inister is that in some part
of the spleadidly spaeious grounds available
a smiall kiosk or store should be erected, and
adeqnately stocked with sweetmeats and other
things which people require when on holiday.

Mr. A. Thomson: And fruit.
Capt. CARTER: I am glad to be reminded

of that. Strange to say, it was impossible
to purchase fruit at the Cave House. There
are many people who are channed with the
other aspects of the Cave House, but are as-
tonished at the lack of business methods.

rNI. PICKERING. I had previously brought
to the Minister's notice the necessity men-
tioned by the member for Leederville, but I
did so under the guise of asking the Minister
to grant a concession to applicants for a lease
of a portion of the very large area of ground

surrounding the Cave House, so that they
might erect a store. I am opposed to the
euxtensioni of the business operations of the
Cave House. In my opinion, it would be bet-
ter if the Minister granted a lease to anyone
prepared to put uip business premises which
would cater in the directions indicated by the
member for Leedervilte. The Minister was
unable to see his way to grant the concession,
saying that the Cave House already made the
provision required. - A suggestion has also been
brought under moy notice that Colonial whisky
should be stocked at the Cave Hlouse. Col-
onial whisky is cheaper than imported, and
if people want it, it should be available for
them. It should be sold as Colonial whisky,
and not as any other brand. I hope the Min-
ister wilt accept the suggestions which I have
made.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I assure
the member for Leederville that the matter
of the supply of sweets and fishing-rods and
all those other holiday necessities is being
considered, and it is hoped that in a short
time these will he provided. We have bad
applications for permission to erect a small
kiosk store in that locality; but to permit
that would he to encourage outside competi-
tion in an enterprise which the Cave House can
legitimately manage itself. I hope the time
is not far distant when the Cave House wifl
supply the commodities referred to.

Mr. Mann: What about the whisky there?
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is a

very good brand. There have never been any'
complaints.

Mr. -Mann: Are you blending Australian
vnhiskyl

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Tt is a
lend of Scotch and Australian whiskies.

Vote put and passed.
Department of Minister for Lands (Hon.

Sir James Mitchell, Minister).
Vote--Yndauooks. Estate, £120-agreed

to.
Sale of Government Property Trust Ac-

count, £111,770:
The M IENISTER FOR WORKS: There

are in the vote one or two errors which I
should like to correct. For instance on page
122 in item ''roads and bridges throughiout
the State" I wish to insert ''and drainage."
T move an amendment-

That after "bridges" the words ''and
drainage'' be inserted.
][on. WV. C. ANGIIN: I advise the Alin-

ister not to persist in the amiendment if he
can possibly do without it, because it will
mrean the reprinting of the Estimates. The
M1inister must hare a fair copy to place be-
fore the Hlouse.

The Minister for Works: That is news to
mne. However, I Will make inquiries.

Hlon. WV. C. ANOWIN: Once before we
amended the Estimates, and had to have
the whole lot reprinted. Ev'ry member must
have a fair copy of the Estimates as passed.
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The CHAIRMAN : Ani amendment has
nlready been made on page 63, the amiending
of a clerical error.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The original
draft contained the words I desire to insert, but
somehow they were dropped. Unless the words
are inserted it will be impossible to use any of
this money for drainage purposes, and I pro-
pose to use quite a lot of it in that way. I
shall require another amendment to be made
in Itema 22. The amount there shown is
£10,400, whereas it should be £9,400. Unless
that amendment be made, the total of £107,000
will not be correct.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I should like some
explanation why the Minister wishes to alter
the character of this vote. In the past it has
been used for roads and bridges in country
districts. What is the class of drainage to be
undertaken ? Is it to be drainage connected
with those roads and bridges, or does the
Minister intend to carry out special drainage
works away from the roads ? If so, there will
not be much money left for roads and bridges.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is Im-
possible to give a list of the drainage works to
be carried out. Frequently one is asked for
money for drainage, and unless one has a vote
for the purpose there is no money available.
If the Committee desires that the amendment
should not be made I have no objection, but they
must not blame mec if, later, it be found impossible
to carry out the work.

Amendment put and passed.

Item-School buildings and qusiters, in-
cluding additions and renovations, £30,200:

Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN: The member for
South Fremantle (Mr. McCallum) has had to
leave to catch his train. In his behalf I should
like to know from the Minister what schools it
is intended shall come under this item. At
White Gum Valley there is a, school building
which is nothing short of a disgrace. An en-
tirely new building is required. The school
is worse than the rough buildings that are pro-
vided on the group settlements. It is not fit for
a school. I should like to know if the White
Gum Valley sohool alterations are included in
this vote.

The MINISTER FOR WOERKS - What with
the uncompleted items from last financial year,
and the demands which have been made upon
us by the Education Department we have prac-
tically exhausted the funds provided for this
financial year. All the money has not been
spent, but has been allotted. J have a list of
school requirements here. Included in it is
the Fremantle Technical School, fittings, shops,
structural alterations, etc. This work is now in
hand. Certain work at the Training College
is also provided, and there are additions to the
Greenmnount school set down here. The mem-
ber for South Fremantle is anxious about the
Hamilton Hill school additions. Instructions
were given for tenders to be called for this work,
and it was found that we had overrun the eon-
stable. We therefore submitted the position
to the Education Department and asked them
to supply a list of the works which could he
postponed. The Hamilton Bill school was one

of thoe that were deleted from the list. 1
wrote to the Mfinister for Education this morning
drawing his attention to this school, and asking
If he could secure fu~nds from any source so that
we could go on with the work, I know that it
is a very necessary wvork, and T should like to be
able to carry it out. I see no mention on the
list of the White Gum Valley school, where
additions are also required. I will make in-
quiries into the matter and let the member for
North-East Femantle know to-morrow how
the position stands.

M1r. A. Thomson: Is there any provision for
an additional school room at Katanning ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is not on
this list. Provision is made for additions to the
Meekatharra school at a cost of £400. I cannot
say whether this work can be carried out this
year or not. If the money is available it can be
pet in hand. The demands made by the Educa-
tion Department for schools and quarters are
increasing every year. In the Public Works
Department we have a list of schools and other
requirements of the Education Department, all
of which I understand are legitimate, and which
will completely exhaust the sum set down in
the Estimates. The demand for schools is grow-
ing apace.

Mr. Marshall: That is a good sign.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I cannot

build schools without money. Members talk
about squaring the ledger and cutting down
expenditure, but I fail to see how we can do
that when w6A have these persistent requests for
schools.

Ron. W. C. Angwin:- It does not affect the
revenue.

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS-. I can only
build schools when I have the money for the
-purpose.

Item: Claremont Old Men's Home, Reno-
vations, etc., £000::

Mr. MARSHALL: I regret that provision is
not made for additions to this home. It is in-
tolerable that these old men should he obliged
to put uip with what they call their little Monte
Carlo. This is a dilapidated, unbecoming and
filthy building and does- not stand to the credit
of the Government.

The Colonial Secretary: [ Has anyone com-
plained about itY

Mr' M1ARSHTALL: I hed occasion to inter-
view the late Colonial Secretory on the matter,
but I have no desire to go into the question of
complaints now.

The Colonial Secretary: Can we rectify the
trouble ? Shall we have a look at the building ?

Mfr MARSHALL: All the information 'that
can be procured concerning it is in the hands of
the visiting board.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I shall in-
quire into the matter. Port ion of the amount
provided is for water supply. The bore has
failed again and I have had to get funds to lay
a bigger pipe.

Item-Hospital buildings generally, including
additions and renovations, £5,000:-

Mr. LUTEY: TMs item is £577 less than the
expenditure last year. I do not know whether
the Kalgoorlie hospital is included, but it is time
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that building was renovated and painted, par-
ticularly the older portion. An earlier item
provides £800 f or hot water service reinstate-
mnent.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS. The £800
for the hot water service is the result of a de-
cision not to allow important things of this kind
to be tinkered with by men with the best of
intentions but without experience. We have
placed these services under the control of Mr.
Shaw, manager of the State Implement Works,
and we shall have at Kalgoorlie and also at
Claremont, systems which should Leive sais-
faction and have long life. The history of hot
water services during the last 20 years does not
make nice reading. I hare every confidence
that we shall obtain better results in future. As
to renovations for the Kalgoorlie hospital, I shall
make inquiries. If I could get £150,000 to-
mhorrow, it would not be too much to enable me
to deal with public buildings which need renova-
tion and attention. They have been left without
painting year after year, and their condition is
not too Rood.

Item-Wooroloo Sanatorium, new halt, £1,400:

Mr. CHESSON: What progress has been
made with the erection of the new hail ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The contract
is let and the work is well under way.

Item-Poliee stations and quarters, including
additions and renovations generally, £:14.00:

Mr. PICKERING: I must direct the atten-
tion of the Minister to the state of police quar.
ters, particularly at Donnybrook. On my
latest visit I was informed that for two years
requests had been made to have the roof at-
tended to, but nothing had been done. Urgent
repairs of this description should receive atten-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Donny-
brook quarters are not likely to escape attention.
The Commissioner of Police is constantly bring-
ing under notice of the Minister controlling that
department and of myself various things required
at police stations. This item provides £14,000
for stations and quarters including those at
JBunbury, Esperance, Harvey, IKulin, Meeks-
tharra, M1ullewa, Nannup, Nungarin and Won.
gan Hills. I have to-day authorised the ex-
penditure of £7,000 for four sets of police stations
and quarters which are needed. I shell make
inquiries regarding Donnybrook and advise the
hon. member.

Item-Rearrangement of Government offices
including extensive alterations and additions,
£C500 :

Ron. W. C. ANGWIN: I should like an ex-
planation of the extensive alterations which the
Minister contemplates making at a cost of £500.

Ron. P. Collier: Prices must be coming down.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I cannot

tail the hon. member where the money is to be
spent. During the last few years there has been
a considerable rearrangement of different offices.
I expect this is a pious provision towards what
might be required in future.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The works might become
extensive later on.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Probably so.

Item--&werage connections to public build-
ings, Perth and Fremantle, £10,400:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:. I desire that
the amount "£10L,400 " be struck out and

£1 9,400"1 inserted in lieu. It is a clerical error
and must be corrected ; otherwise the totals
will be wrong.

The CHAIRMAN: -'Members may regard it
as a clerical error and alter their copies of the
Estimates.

Mr. PICKERING: Does this item include
sewerage for the Public Works and other build-
ings ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The prin-
cipal item is £3,500 for drainage at the Fremantle
Gaol, and various sewerage connections for the
goal which will cost £2,700. This work is es-
sential in the interests of health. There are also
new latrines for the Public Works Department.
The old ones, which hare stood for many years,
have been done away with as they were not
healthy. The balance is for the purpose of
connecting up other Government buildings in
Perth and Fremantle with the sewerage system.

'Mr. LUTEY: There is an item for flags,-
regarding which I desire information.

The CHAIRMAN? There is no amount against
that item,

Mr. LUTEY:, From whom were the flags
purchased? Did somebody make use of them
and then put the expense on the Government?7

The CHAIRMAN:. That-is an item of last year,
and cannot now be discussed.

Item-Junction (Gascoyne) police station,
water supply, £600:

Hion. P. COLLIER: This seems a large item
for supplying water to a police station.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Unfortunate-
ly, the North-West Department have net fur.
nished the Public Works Department with par-
ticulars,

Hon. W. C. Angwin : If the police station is
at Carnarvon, there is a water supply there.

The CHAIRMAN: It is 132 miles away from
Carnarvon, and a, mile of piping is required.

Item-Purchase of Motor Car for Agent
General, £800:-

Hon. P. COLLIER:- Withoet questioning the
need for a motor car in connection with the
London Agency, I do think it is peculiar to
purchase a motor car out of loan funds, for that
is what this amounts to, the Sale of Coverinnent
Property Trust Account representing property
originally purchased from loan funds. The
money should surely come from revenue.

The Premier: The sale of old motor cars
covers this amount.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It would take a good
many old motors to realise £800.

The PREMIER: I entirely agree with the
hen, member's financial contention. However,
in this case the London Agency sold two motor
cars, one for £0600 and the other for £200. Thus
the sale of the old ears coven the cost of the new
one.

Hon. P. Collier: Six hundred pounds for a
second-hand car ?

The PREMIER:- Yes. It was a good touring
car, and was formerly used in connection with
immigration, which matter was taken over by
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the Federal Government, so that this car was no
longer needed.

Vote put and passed.
This concluded the estimates of Revenue and

Expenditure for the year.
Resolutions passed in Committee of Supply

granting supplies not exceeding £4,905,893 were
formally reported.

BILLS (2) RETURNED.

1, Agricultural Lands
2, Busselton-Margaret

stion.
Without amendment.

Purchase Amendment
River Railway Devi-

House adjourned at 11-28 p.m.

legislative Council,
Thkursday, 11th January, 1923.

Em: Nortapo Reevs ........... tjx
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Federal Reoferenumn, 2R. .. .. ..
lnterpretatlon Act Amendment, 2a . ..
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

BILLr-NTORTHAMPTON RESERVES,

Read a third time, and passed.

DILL-KOJONIP AGRICULTURAL AND
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY'S LAND.

Second reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
Hf. P. Colebatch-East) [4.36] in moving the
second reading said! This is a Bill similar to
several others wvhich have been presented dur-
ing recent sessions enabling local agricultural
societies to substitute for an unsuitable piece
of land a suitable piece of land. Wor some
time past the Kojonup Agricultural and Hor-
ticultural Society has held the Crown grant
of Kojonup lot 20, shown in green on the at-

tat ied plan, for the purpo*e of an agrirul-
turnl hall site. They also held vesting orders
tuoder Section 42 of locations 19 and
21 for the purpose of a show ground.
These blocks were considered too small for
the purpose, and the society acquired other
land from the (Crown. Under the impression
that they held the title for the three blocks,
they sold them to the Kojonup hospital eorn-
unittee for £:200. The hospital committee pur-
chased the land for the purpose of erecting
a hospital, but decided that they only re-
quired lot 19 for that purpose. They in turn
sold lots 20 and 21 for £E400, which money
has been paid to the National Blank, Ho-
j oup, in escrow. The Kojonup Lodge of
Freemasons, who purchased lot 20, again sol
sme to Mrs. 'Margaret Norrish for £250,
which amount is also held in escrow. The hos-
pita! committee have retained lot 19 on which
they have let a contract for the building of a.
hospital. Since these transactions becamb
knoown. to the department the Crown grant4
of lots 19 and 21, with the approval of tho
Executive Council, have been issued to the
Kojonup Agricultural and Horticultural So-
ciety, so they are now the proprietors iii fee
simple of lots 19, 20 aid 21; and in ordvr
to validate all the foregoing transactions it
will be necessary for a Bill to be passed by
Parliament granting the trustees of the said
society power to sell and transfer such land
freed and discharged from cany trust, and for
that purpose the Bill is submitted. The Bill
provides that the proceeds of the above sale
shall be applied towards the improvement of
the new site. This site has been approved by
the members, vested in the society under Sec-
tion 42 of the Land Act, and has been im-
proved and is being utilised as a show ground.
I move-

That the Bill be now read a. second time.

Hon. S. DITFFELL (Metropolitan-Subur-
baa) [4.391: This form of legislation is be-
coming somnewhat monotonous. There seems
to be a boom in these exchanges. Seeing that
legislators are liberal in this regard, a gen-
eral rush has set in. Only yesterday we had a
similar measure in connection with a block of
land at Northampton. To-day we are asked
to repeat the dose for Kojonup. It is about
timne the attention of the Government was
drawn to the fact that we are getting tired of
this sort of legislation. It is about time a
stop was put to this sort of legislation. How-
ever, I do not see that we can very well re-
fuse to pass this Bill. We are likely to have
every centre throughout the State taking ad-
vantage of altered conditions and using them
to its particular advantage and perhaps to
the disadvantage of other people.

The Minister for Education: What makes,
you say that?

Hon. J. DUFFELL: I am not an fait with
the conditions as regards the blocks. How-
ever, these changes are following on, and ap-
pear likely to follow on. We may be benefit-
ing one set of individuals to the detriment of
others.
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